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PREFACE. 


T HE preſent fl: uation of the diſſent- 
1 ing intereſt makes any apology for 
this a dreſs ſuperfluaus. If the author 
be blamed for refleting on the church of 

England, When he can plead no particular 
provocation for it; let it be conlidered, 

that this has been done only 1ndiredlly, and 
when his ſubject unav -oidably ied to it. 
As the addreſs is directed to Diſſenters only; 

the members of the eſtabliſhed church have 
no buſineſs with it; and if they never look 
into what is not addreſſed to them, or in- 
tended for their inſpection, no offence can 
be taken, 

If, on looking into this performance, they 
do not find it to be written in the tame and 
humble ſtile of an apologi/t, they ſhould 
conſider that the writer does not think there 

2: E 


ey. Tie PREFACE 
is any thing in the principles of the diſſen- 
ters as ſuch, ſo palpably open to objection, 
as to require an apology. ' Wh 
The things that ſeem to want an apology 
are the doctrines of original fin, predeſti- 
nation, trinity in unity, ſatisfaction by vica- 
rious puniſhments, &c. a hierarchy, conſiſt- 
ing of perſons with names and powers al- 
together unknown in the New Teſtament; 
eccleſiaſtical perſons, as ſuch, inveſted with 
civil power, contrary to the very genius of 
the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe kingdom 
was not of this world; and civil officers 
aſſuming a power to decide concerning ar- 
ticles of faith; ſubſcriptions to creeds of 
human compoſition ; the impoſition of ce- 
remonies by the authority of men, in a 
church, of which Chriſt alone is the head; 
and the abſolute enjoining of rites, which 
are the remains and badges of popiſh ſu- 
perſſition; ſuch as the wearing of a ſurplice, 
the ſign of the croſs, with god-fathers and 
god-mothers in baptiſm; confirmation by 
the impoſition of the hands of a biſhop; 
wheeling about to the eaſt, and bowing 
at the name of Jeſus (as if it was a 
mere ſound that was worſhipped) 2nd the 
enjoining of the poſture of kneeling * 
the 
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the lord's ſupper, &c. &c. &c. Such as 
theſe are the things that look as if they 
wanted ſome apolog y; for, certainly, their 
reaſonableneſs is far from being evident at 
firſt ſight. 55 . 
If it be aſked, why, in the firſt Edition 
of this Pamphlet, I choſe to conceal my 
name, I anſwer it was not becauſe I was ap- 
prehenſive of making myſelf obnoxious to 
the members of the church of England. 
If they underſtand me right, they will per- 
ceive that my intentions towards them are 
far from being unfriendly; and if they un- 
derſtand me wrong, and put an unfair and 
uncandid conſtruction upon what I have 
written; I truſt that, with a good meaning, 
and in a good cauſe, I ſhall never be over- 
awed by the fear of any thing that men may 
think of me, or do to me. 


| Neither was it becauſe I was apprehen- 
ive of giving offence, either to the miniſters, 
. or to the people among the diſſenters, be- 
* cauſe l have ſpoken with equal freedom to a | 
both; but, in reality, becauſe I was unwil- | 


ling to leſſen the weight of my obſervations 
and advice, by any reflections that might 
be made on the perſon from whom they 
came. An anonymous author is like the 
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„ Te PREFACE. 
abſtract idea of a man, which may be con- 
ceived to be as perfect as the 1 imagination of 


the reader can make it. 
This Addreſs however, has been ſo love 


known to be mine, that in this th. rd edition, 


| prefix my name to it. 


If any perſon, who is not a d diff. nter, 
Mould take it into his head, that by reading 


this Addreſs, he will become poſſeſſed of a 
great ſecret, and be acquainted with the 
real ſentiments and views cf the diſſenters, 
as a body, he will deceive himſelf. Diſ- 
ſenter as ſuch have nothing in common 
but a diſſent from the "eſtabliſhed church; 


and it by no means follows that they, there- 


fore, agree in any thing elſe. The majority 


of the diſſenters wil be more offended ar 


this performance than any member of the 


church of England; and even that part of 


the diſſenters to whom i it is more particularly 
addreſſed will be far from being univerſally 
pleaſed with it. The author is a ſingle per- 

ſon, who writes without the concurrence of 
any other perſon whatevgr, and is therefore 
-an{werable only for his own. 1 ſenti- 


ments and conduct. 
If it be ſaid that this addreſs was Vrit- 


ten purpoſely to gain converts from the 


church 
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ehurch of England; though in an indirect 
manner, the author can only reply by ſay- 
ing, that he really had no ſuch views or 


expectations. At the ſame time; he would 


have. no objection to acknowledge it, if 


that had been either a primary, or a ſe- 
condary object in this publication. It is 


certainly no crime in a man to write in de- 
fence of what he thinks to be a good cauſe, 


or to endeavour to gain converts to it from 


what he thinks to be a bad one. 


He, no doubt, like the reſt of mankind, 


fincerely wiſhes that other perſons would 
en er into his views, and adopt his ſenti- 


ments; but having no dragoons to employ 


for this purpoſe, and no a#s of parliament 


to ſecond him, he muſt be content to do 


what he can by the help of reaſon and ar- 


gument alone; and theſe ſpiritual weapons, 


are by no means ſo certain in their effects 
on the inds, as carnal weapons are on the 
bodies of men; ſo that no perſon need be 
apprehenſive, eſpecially in this age, in 


which riches, fathion, and ' power have 


ſuch influence, of any great execu:ion 
being done, or any great changes being 
brought about by 0, only, which few 
perſons read, and fewer regard. 


Though 
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Though this Addreſs was certainly writ- | 
ten with a ſerious deſire to make diſſenters 2:41 
think, and act in a manner worthy of their | 
profeſſion ; it is not, however, any part of 
the author's intention to revive the ſpirit | 
of a party; except, primarily, ſo far as "he 
party has religion, that 1s, the intereſts of its 
members in another world, for its object ; 
and, ſecondarily, fo far as the intereſt of 
this particular party, in civil matters, is 
the intereſt of the whole ſociety of which 
they are members; having for its object 
the cauſe of liberty, and all the valuable 
rights of Engliſhmen. 
The author of this work is not t much 
concerned about the civil privileges of the 
E difſfentersas ſuch, and as a ſeparate body 
1 in the ſtate; but he moſt earneſtly wiſhes 


| * that their liberal and generous views, with | 
1 reſpect to civil and religious liberty, may 
A be ſo fully imbibed by themſelves, and ſo 
1 far diffuſed among others, as that all their | 
'J countrymen, without excepting their moſt . 
violent enemies, may reap the benefit of * 


them. This performance | is certainly in- 

tended to make one particular part of the 

commonwealth more reſpectable; but this | 

part is of ſuch a nature, that the author wy 
conceives 
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conceives that the. neceſſary conſequence 


of their being more reſpectable would be 
a great increaſe of glory to his country 


at large, from which that part would de- 


rive no particular advantage, except the 


honour of having contributed to it. 
If the author appear to with for a far- 
ther reformation in the eſtabliſhed church, 


it is with no intereſted views, derived from 


his expectation of a comprehenſion of the 
diſſenters in it. Were he himſelf per- 
mitted to new model the eccleſiaſtical eſta- 
bliſhment of his country, he would do it 
according to his beſt judgment, and ac- 


cording to his preſent ideas of perfection 


in things of that nature; but he would not 
be a member of it himſelf ſo long as it was 
a national eſtabliſhment ; becauſe he thinks 


it is more for the intereſt of chriſtianity, 


that particular ſocieties of chriſtians ſhould 
be as free and independent as private per- 


ſons. He does not apprehend that any 


greater inconvenience would ariſe from 
unbounded liberty being given to every 
man to think and act for himſelf in all 


matters of religion, than there is found to 


ariſe from the fame liberty with reſpect to 


medicine, It appears to him that indivi- 


duals 
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duals would provide better for themſelves, 


in both "theſe reſpects, than their civil 


governors ever have done, are diſpoſed, or 
are able, to do for them. 


To diſſenters the author recommends a 


candid and ſerious attention to the ſubject 


of this addreſs. He was very ſerious in 
writing it, and will rejoice exceedingly if 


it have any good effect on ever ſo few of 
the members of that body to which he be- 


_ longs. Gladly would he contribute to 


render them in any degree more reſpectable 
as men, as Engliſpmen, and as chriſtians; 


that, unfettered as they are by any laws, but 


thoſe of their one only maſler, even Chriſt, 


they may exhibit a ſpecimen of a truly 


chriſtian temper. and conduct, by joining 


the religious zeal of their en to their 


own enlarþed views, and liberal ſentiments; 


things which are ſo far from being incom- 


patible, that they have, en che cloſeſt 
connexion. 


Farneſtly does he wiſh that miniſters, be⸗ 


ing free from the impoſitions of men, 
would apply with more aſſiduity to the 


faithful and chearful diſcharge of their pro- 


per duty, in enlightening the minds, and 


ene the hearts and the conduct of 


their 
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their hearers; ſetting them an example 
of unbounded confidence in divine provi- 
dence, under the circumſtances of a ſcanty 
and precarious proviſion, of a conſcien- 
tious and fearleſs integrity in aſſerting he 
truth as it is in Jeſus, of a generous con- 
tempt of the pleaſures and pains of this 
life, when they tend to lead men from the 
path of their duty; and, univerſally, of 
the prevailing influence of thoſe conſide- 
rations which are drawn from thoſe cha- 
racter, as citizens of heaven, over thoſe 


-which reſult from their intereſt in this tran- 


ſitory world. Earneſtly, alſo, does he 
wiſh that he people may be duly influenced 
by ſuch examples, and inſtructions ; that, 
though they are more engaged in the buſi- 
neſs and commerce of this world, they 
may not loſe ſight of their relation to an- 


Other. 


May miniſters and people jointly ſtreng⸗ 


then each others hands in the great work 


of reformation, and bear a noble teſti- 
mony againſt all antichriſtian errors and 
ſuperſtition. Inſtead of being diſcouraged 
by the reproaches and hardſhips to which 
their profeſſion expoſes them, may they 
rather rejoice that they are counted worthy 
to ſuffer ſhame in ſo glorious a cauſe, By 
* their 
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their peaceable and inoffenff ve behaviour 


may prove themſelves worthy of the pro- 
tection of the civil government, how much 


ſoever they may diſapprove of the maxims, 
or the adminiſtration of it. May they ex- 


cite the honeſt emulation a the members 


ol the eſtabliſhed church, and of chriſtians 
of every other denomination, by their zeal 


to promote all kinds of uſeful knowledge, 
by their attention to the advancement of 


the beſt intereſts of ſociety, and by their 
exemplary care to underſtand their reli- 


gion, and to live according to the rules of 
it; that, whatever treatment they may 
meet with in the world, they may ſecure 


the approbation of the great judge of 
hearts and actions, and, at leaſt, deſerve 
wel of their country and of mankind, 


N. B. This Preface, except. the 83 
Page 5, is written in the third perſon, be- 
cauſe the Addreſs was e anonymous. 
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Proteſtant Diſſenters, as ſuch, 


My Chriſtian Brethren, 
1 AM a Proteſtant Diſſenter, 1 glory i in 


the name, and it is with a view to ren- 
der you, in general more ſenſible of its 
- dignity, and importance, that I take the 
liberty to make this free addreſs to you. 
Sorry I am, from a regard to the intereſts 
of truth and liberty, to ſee the zeal of many 
to cool in ſo noble a cauſe, for which our 
heroic anceſtors ſacrificed ſo much; when 
the reaſons for our diſſent are ſo far from 


having been leſſened, in number or weight, 


in the interval between their times and ours, 
that, in proportion to the improvements 
in religious Knowledge, theſe reaſons have 
been greatly multiplied, and continue to 
grow in number and ſtrength every day, 
Yer, paradoxical as x may appear, thole 
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of us, who have theſe growing reaſons to be 
ſatisfied with this cauſe of truth and liber- 
ty, are generally leſs ſtrongly attached to 
it, and more eaſily and frequently deſert 
it, than thoſe whoſe opinions are ſuch, that 
they have leſs reafon than ever to ſeparate | 
from the eſtabliſhed church. Ir is to the | 
former claſs of diſſenters, therefore, that 3 
I would be underſtood to addreſs myſelf 1 
in a more particular manner, and I beg 
nothing more, my brethren, than your 
_ candid attention, while I argue this mat- 
ter with. you, conſidering you both in 3 
religious and à civil capacity. I promiſe 
you I will take up as little of your time as 
I can help, and uſe as few words as poſſi- 
ble, to make you fully ſenſible of what 
have to propoſe to your conſideration. 


SECTION 
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AGEL LON; 1 


of the Importance of the Diſſenting Intereſt, 
7 | with Reſpect to Religion. 


IF I conſider the ſubject of our diſſent as 
Da matter purely religious, I cannot help 
thinking it of the utmoſt importance, even 
to the cauſe of chriſtianity in general, 
That groſs corruptions have been intro - 
duced into this moſt excellent ſcheme of 
religion, corruptions which began very ear- 
ly, and which have been confirmed by 
long continuance, corruptions Which to- 
tally disfigure it, and defeat the principal 
ends of its inſtitution, is a lamentable 
truth, univerſally acknowledged by pro- 
teſtants, If chriſtianity itſelf, therefore, 
be of importance, it muſt be of im- 
portance to free it from theſe corrup- 
tions: for whether it be better for men 
to be chriſtians at all, or to continue pa- 
piſts, is very problematical, and a queſ- 
tion which many ſcnſible perſons would 
not heſitate to determine in the negative. 
But to whom are we to look for the ad- 
vancement of this neceſſary work of refor- 
mation from the errors and abuſes of po- 
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| pery? I al, without heſitation, it is 
to diſſenters only, of whatever denomina- 
tion, in every chriſtian country: 
Can it be ſuppoſed that the princes of 

this world, or mere ſtateſmen, who are the 
_ perſons that erect or model, according to 
_ their pleaſure, all eccleſiaſtical eſtabl1ſh- 
ments, will ever have this buſineſs at heart 
or thar, if they ſhould undertake it, they 
are duly qualified for the conduct of it? 
It cannot be expected that religion ſhould 
ever be a primary object with civil gover- 
nors. They may make uſe of it as an en- 
gine of ſtate policy, to promote their own 
7 ſecular ends; but, in general, they are too 
much men of this world, to concern them- 
ſelves about a ſcheme, the great object of 
which is @ world to come; and, provided 
religion give them no great interruption 
in their plans of civil policy, it cannot be 
thought that they will ever ee, 
Promote any reformation in it. 

Their intereſt is, generally, beſt user 
ed by the quiet continuance of all things 
of this nature, which are foreign to their 
immediate province, in the condition in 
which they are, and have been, let . 
condition be ever ſo wretched; and they 
are ready to take the alarm at every thing 


that 
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that may hazard their tranquility, or cre- 
ate diſturbance in the ſtate: and reforma- 
tion 1n religion, eſpecially when it has been 
violently attempred, and when corruptions 
and abuſes. (by means of the injudicious 
interpoſition of government) have been 
confirmed by long continuance, is Known 
to have this tendency. N | 
I I ſeemed to lament that the princes of ; 
| this world are net diſpoſed to concern 
themſelves about reformation in religion; 
but, indeed, it is rather a happineſs that 
they are nat. For all the ſervice they can 
do to religion i is not to intermeddle with it 
at all, ſo as to interrupt the reformations 
which might take place in it from natural 
and proper cauſes; and for this negative 
affiſtance the friends of religion would think 
| thernſelves under the greateſt obHgation t to 
civil government. e OY 
Civil power is a very improper engine 
to be employed in a work of this nature; 
and, whenever employed, can hardly 
fail to defeat its end. Wherever opinion 
is concerned; © force of all kinds and all 
motives of intereſt (both of which will ever 
accompany the civil magiſtrate) ought tobe 
removed to the greateſt diſtance ; and 
ee diſintereſted, and calm rea- 
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ſoning have the field entirely to herſelf. Je- 
ſus Chriſt and his apoſtles aſked no aid or 


the civil powers, nor gave the moſt diſtant 
hint of their deſire of any alliance with them. 


Non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus iftis - 
The kingdom of Chriſt is not repreſent- 


ed by any part of the metalic image of 
king Nebuchadnezzar, which denoted all 
the empires of this world; but is the liz- 
ule ſtone cut out of the mountain without 


bands. It is a thing quite foreign to the 


the image, and will at laſt fall upon it, and 
deſtroy all the remains of it. All that 
True chriſtianity wiſhes, is to be unmo- 
leſted by the kings and rulers of the earth, 


but it can never ſubmit to their regulations, 


No chriſtian Jure before the Reforma- 
tion ever interferedin the buſineſs of religi- 
on without eſtabliſhing the abuſes which 


had crept into it; and all that chriſtian 
princes have done ſince the Reformation, 


has tended to retard that great work; and 
to them, and their interference it is mani- 
feſtly owing, that it is no farther advance 


ed at this day. 


There needs to be no greater evidence of 
this, with reſpe& to England, than a compa- 
riſon between the reformation propoſed by 


Wickliffe, 
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= Wickliffe, ſo early as the year 1460, and 


the church of England as by law eftabliſh- 


ed, from the year 1559, in the reign. of 
queen Elizabeth, to the preſent year 1769,* 


and as it will probably continue ſo ng. n oy 
4 


our civil and eccleſiiſtical governors 


be able to maintain it, in its preſent im- 
perfect ſtate, notwithſtanding the increaſ- 


ing light of the age. 


Wickliffe admitted of no more than two 
degrees in the miniſterial office, viz, dea- 
cons, and preſbyters, or biſhops. ** Thefe 


„ two, ſays he, © were known in Paul 8 


« time, and che others are the invention of 


c imperious pride.” The church of Eng- 
land has arcbbiſbops, biſbops, archdeacons, 


deans, canons, prebendaries, &c. &c. &c. 
Wickliffe ſays, that civil government 
cc ſhould not be committed to the clergy.” | 
We ſuffer the ſeat of all the biſhops in the 
higheſt houſe of parliament, and give 
them power in eccleſiaſtical courts; in which 
they have cognizance of civil matters, 


and in which puniſhments are inflicted 


that affect the perſons, liberties, and for- 


tunes of Britiſh ſubjects; though the 


ceedings are contrary to thoſe which are 
* When the firſt. edition of this —_ was 
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in uſe in the civil courts, and repugnant { 
to the free conſtitution of this —— | 
ment. | 
Wickliffe would have aboliſhed all ce- 
remonies in religion not preſcribed in the 
ſcriptures. He ſays that © confirmation, 
de giving orders, and the conſecration of 
te places were reſerved to the pope and bi- 
“e ſhops for the ſake of temporal gain and 
© honour; that it is not lawful for a chriſ- 
tian, after the full publication of the 
« law of Chriſt, to deviſe, himſelf, - 
& any other laws for the government of the 
4 church; and he condemns a ſet of pre- 
ſcribed forms of prayer, as derogatory from. 
the liberty God had given them. How 
_ conſonant, in every article, is el this to 
reaſon, chriſtianity, and good ſenſe; but | 
how oppoſite to this, in every article, are 
the maxims of the church of England, as 
by law eſtabliſned. | 
Had not our civil governors Sehen | 
whom, let it be obſerved, I include the | 
biſhops, and all the members of the hier- WV" 
archy) taken the alarm, and oppoſed the 
attempts of Wickliffe and his partizans, - 
there is no doubt, but that a reformation 
would ſpeedily have taken place upon his 


enlarged plan. And ſince, without the in- 
terfcrence 
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terference of the civil magiſtrate, he himſelf 


could not have formed any other eſtabliſh- 
ment, more light would have continued 


to be thrown upon religious N and 


more ot: more. * Rees ſach have 


been the effects of the interference of 
the civil magiſtrate in the religion of 
this country, that, inſtead of ſeeing things 
in this glorious train, all that has been ef- 
fected thitherto, is a miſerable compro- 
miſe between popery, and the imperfect 


plan of reformation proporee” by Wick- 


liffe. 

Ik the errors and abuſes which Wick- 
liffe diſcovered have not yet been reform- 
ed, how- can we expect a reformation of 
thoſe errors which he never fuſpected, but 


which he retained, as the moft ſacred of 
all truths, and which he would have been 


ſhocked to have heard called in queſtion ? 
And yet, I have heard of no chr.ſtain 


ubliſhmncne in Europe, in which the 


groſſeſt corruptions of the moſt fundamen- 
tal doctrines of the goſpel are not retained; 
cotruptions which entirely pervert the 


whole ſcheme, and are ſo repugnant to our 


natural notions of 850 and virtue, that, 
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even | to the generality of the members of 


ſo long as they are known to be maintain- 


ed by chriſtians in general, and conſidered 


as effential parts of the ſcheme of chriſti- 


anity, they muſt neceſſarily prove an inſu- 
perable obſtacle to its propagation in the 
world, and 17 to the converſion of 


the Jews and Mohammedans. | 
With them the belief of the divine uni- 

ty is, and indeed juſtly, a fundamental 

article of faith. This is alſo the clear 


doctrine both of the Old and New Teſta- 


ment; but, not being the faith of the 


generality of thoſe who pretend to derive 
their religion from them, all chriſtians are 


unavoidably conſidered by them as guilty 


of polytheiſm and idolatry. And who can 


acquit them of the charges, ſo long as they 


pPprofeſs to pay divine honours to three per- 
fons, and addreſs their moſt ſolemn pray- 
ers, not to one God the Father, but to Fa- 


ther, Son and Holy Gb? Many other 
eorruptions might be mentioned connect- 
ed with this, which altogether, make the 
whole ſyſtem of modern chriſtianity lels 


like the chriſtianity of the New Teſta- 


ment, than it is to the religion * the 


Brachmans of Indoſtan. 


What I am ſaying is, perhaps, no news 


4 the 
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the eſtabliſhed church. Many of them 
feel and lament the wretched — of things 
among them; and ſome of the clergy 
have, now and then, the courage to pro- 
poſe a reformation; but ſo long as the civil 
power continues to be the ſupreme head of 
this church, the firſt effectual motion muſt 
come from thence; and till there be ſome 
tate neceſſity for ſetting about a reforma- 
tion, the remonſtrancesof a thouſand candid 
diſquiſitors, followed by as many confeſſton- 
alifts, will ſignify but Inttle. 

This /late neceſſity, which alone can 
make our civil governors think of a refor- 
mation, muſt ariſe from the difficulty of 
carrying on the buſineſs of our preſent po- 
 litico-ecclefiaſtical conſtitution without it. 

And ſo long as the laity are content with 
their clergy, and their ſtatute duty; and 
ſo long as clergymen can be found, who 
are content to do this duty, and are ſatiſ- 
fied with the 7erms on which they are re- 
quired to do it (and without which they 
<> cannot receive the reward for doing it) it 
is very unlikely that the houſes of parlia- 
ment, who have buſineſs enough, of other 
kinds, upon their hands, will ever take 
this affair into conſideration, 


$1 
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Ia order to engage their attention to 
8 this ſubject, therefore, both the clergy and 


8 O » 
the laity muſt a#, as well as think and write, 


The laity muſt diſſent, and quit thoſe places 
of worſhip in which they are convinced that 
divine ſervice is not conducted according 
to truly chriſtian principles; and the cler- 


gy mult throw up the preferments which 


they received, and which they, therefore, 


hold upon their ſolemnly declared aſſent 


to doctrines which they diſbelieve, and 


upon their approbation of a ritual which 


they diſlike. 


Should either ot theſe two events hap- 


pen (both of which, however, are, to the 
laſt degree improbable) that the laity, 


in general, ſhould be ſo far enlightened, 


1 5 as to ſee the errors of the eſtabliſhed 
religion, and at the ſame time ſo ſtrict- 


ly conſcientious, as to think it their duty 


not to give any countenance to thoſe cor- 


ruptions of chriſtianity, by their preſence 


at the ſervice, and their concurrence In it; 


or ſhould the generality of the clergy, for 
the ſame Juſt reaſons, relinquiſh their pre- 
ferments, to teach a purer religion, with- 


out expecting their recompence from man; 


the king of England, and the two houſes 


of parliament, would ſee it to be high 
xo 15 time 
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time to attend to this ſubject, and a refor- 


mation of the greateſt abuſes, at wt, 
would immediately take 3 | . 
But my buſineſs is not with the eftabliſh- 
ed church. I thank God, the cauſe I am 
pleading is not quite ſo hopeleſs. T have 


not to do witch fettered churchmen, but 


with free diſſenters; and it is, confeſſedly, 
not ſo difficult to perſuade men to conti- 


nue as they are, as to engage them to 
change their ſituation. 


While there are diſſenters from civil 
eſtabliſhments of religion; that is, while 


there are men who are not hired, and who 
_ do not lie under any temptation, to proſti- 
tute their conſciences in the ſupport of 


falſehood, there will be freedom of enqui- 


ry, unch? cked by the apprehenſion of con- 


ſequences; freedom of enquiry will pro- 
duce its natural offspring, truth; and truth 


has charms, that require only to be ſeen 


and known, in order to recommend itſelf 
to the acceptance of all mankind. Dark- 
neſs and prejudice cannot always involve 
the minds of men; and if truth once begin 
to dawn upon them, it will be as the 
morning light, which ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfect day. 

Learn, then, "wy proteſtant diſrenting 

| brethren 


wr 
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brethren, to regard your ſituation with 
reſpect; when you conſider, that among 


you alone, in this country, is the worſhip 


of the only living and true God known, 


and the purity of the chriſtian doctrine and 
diſcipline exhibited. Errors, no doubr, 


and perhaps great ones too, ſtill remain 
among the moſt enlightened of us, but we 


have no reaſon to be alarmed at the ſuſpi- 


cion. We are at 1 to make the moſt 
rigid ſcrutiny into the foundation of our 
religious principles. We may inſtantly 


rectify what we find amiſs, and may, with- 
out reſtraint, uſe our endeavours to en- 


lighten the minds of others. We have ſub- 

ſcribed to no ſyſtems, or articles of faith, 
and therefore have no formal recantation 
to make upon the occaſion. We enjoy no 


emoluments in conſequence of our aſſent 


to any religious opinions or practices; 
and, therefore, are under no temptation 
to equivocate with our conſciences (which 
are apt to prove intractable, and are ſel- 
dom perfectly eaiy under that kind of 
treatment) to avoid the diſagreeable alter- 
native of giving up a church living, when 
ue are convinced that the ductrines we have 
ſubſcribed to, upon our induction ino it 
are errencoue, and that the diſcipline we 
7 | have 
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have conformed to, is inexpedient, or dan- 


gerous. | 0 

This laſt circumſtance, I am ſenſible, 
chiefly affects miniſters; but if you, gen- 
tlemen of the laity among diſſenters, think 
yourſelves unconcerned in it, you are 


greatly miſtaken, Being men of a liberal 
turn of mind in other reſpects, condemn- 
ing no man for his religious opinions, and 


being fully ſatisfied that honeſt men of all 
profeſſions, cannot but ſtand well in the 


favour of their maker, you are apt to pur- 


ſue theſe juſt ſentiments too far; and to 


think that, becauſe there is no harm to 


them in their worſhip, there is no harm to 


you in it; fo that by joining in what is 
good, and neglecting what is bad, you 


may, without the violation of your con- 


ſciences, and without any inconvenience, 


join in a conſtant way with any ſect of 


proteſtants whatever, in the celebration of 


divine worſhip. But conſider, tha: upon 
the very ſame principles, you might join 
with any ſect of chriſtians, and even join 


in the ſervice of the maſs in a conſtant way, 
U pon the ſame principles, alſo, you might 


nezlet all the forms of chriſtian worſhip, 
and join you:ſeliv.sro the Jews or the Mo- 
hammedans; for it cannot be denied, but 

W that 
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that ou: is ſomething good to be found' 
among them, and this you may Pee 
to take, and neglect the reſt. 
In ſhort, this ſpecious principle, found- 
: r in, appearance, on generous ſenti- 4 
ments of moderation and candour, is a ; 
moſt fallacious and dangerous one. By 
_ the help of it the primitive e chriſtians might 
have joined the worſhip of the heathens ; | 
there needed to have been no martyrs in 
the chriſtian church, and all perſecution 880 
he croſs of Chriſt would have ceaſed. 
Many of the old Puritans, indeed, con- 
fantly attended divine worſhip in the 
church of England; but there were no 
other places of public worſhip open; and 
they thought it their duty to give their te- 
timony in | favour of religion An ee, i 
anity in general, by joining in the beſt I 
forms that they conveniently could. Be- 5 
| ſides, it ſhould be conſidered, that the old = 
puritans did not object to the doctrines of 
the church of England, or to forms of 
| 4 prayer, but only to ceremonies, and mat- 
ters relating to diſcipline; nay, many of 
them had no great objection to the cere- 
8 monies in them{elves, but only to the impeſi- 
1 ion of them; which they juſtly thought 
E Was Owning a 8 which Chriſt had not 
com- 
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committed to man. But, my brethren, 


your objections now lie much deeper, and 


affect the very eſſentials of the eſtabliſhed 
worſhip. . | 


Do.not ſay that I inherit the rigid ſeru- 


puloſity of my anceſtors. On the contra- 


ry, I think it extreme bigotry never to in- 


dulge a liberal curioſity, fo far as, in the 
character of a ſpeFatcr, to ſee in what 
manner perſons of other denominations” 


conduct divine worſhip. I have frequent- 
ly gone to church myſelf, and do not: 
ſcruple to go ſometimes ſtill, though I am 
ſhocked at what I hear there; but, cer-/ 
tainly, by joining habitually with any one: 


denomination of chriſtians, we declare our 


preference of it to any other, eſpecially 


to any other that it would be as conveni- 


ent for us to attend; and whatever errors 
and irregularities there are in that church 


more than in any other, we, by our con- 


duct, give our ſanction to them, and, as 
far as our influence extends, recommend 


| and enforce them. 


If, therefore, you be a believer | in the 


one true God the Father, and in other re- 


ſpe&s, maintain the purity of the goſpel- 
principles; you not only expoſe your own 


minds to * diſquiet and unes iſineſs, 
by 


18 A Fat Avoness 
by habitually joining in the ſervice of FE 


N _ eſtabliſhed church; which is, throughout, 
$ founded on principles very different from I 
1 yours; but chriſtianity in general is offend- 8 

| bl ed at your conduct, as you virtually oppote 

3 all reformation, and contribute to entail all 

= its errors and abuſes upon it. Indeed, 
1 cannot help thinking, that a man who is 
| properly in earneſt in religion, who conſi- Hh 
8 ders of what importance genuine chriſti- 4 
1 1 anity 1s, and how exceedingly unlike to it 1 


is the whole ſyſtem on which the Enghſh 
hierarchy is 3 muſt be ſtaggered 
_ he Weigl theſe things in bis on 
In! 
| Going to church in a-conſtant way, is 
not going in the character of a ſpeZator. 
If you be obſerved to be there conſtantly, 
you will be ſuppoſed to prefer that method 
of worſhip... Ty _ likewife, be _ 
poled not only to ei what is done | 
there, but alſo to Fog Rene ing to do 4 
yourſelyes. You are ſuppoſed to join in $ 
the prayers of the church; and, therefore, 
to pay divine worſhip to inferior and de- 5 
rived beings, as if they were the true and 
very God; which is certainly undiſguiſed 1 
ee and idolatr r. ih 
OG not that this ſpecies of idolatry, | 
—— 
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though not ſo malignant as ſome other 
ſpecies of it, is, therefore, innocent; and 


that it has no praltical conſequences, The 


aſcription of divine honours to J eſus Chriſt, 


beſides robbing his God and our God of the 
honovr that is due to himſelf alone, and 


of the glory which he will not give to another, 


is a dangerous depravation of the idea of 
Gad. By making more Gods than one, 
you unavoidably make a diſtribution of di- 


vine attributes; ſo that the all- perfect 


character of diety will be found in none of 


them, and no being will be leſt poſſeſſed 


at the ſame time of all the vene rable and ami 
able attributes that we ought to aſcribe to 


him; by which means the purity and ge- 
nuine ſpirit of devotion will be greatly de- 
baſed. And there is no doubt, a near con- 


nexion between this opinion of the pro 


divinity of Chriſt, and other notions held 
by ſome chriſtians, which imply the great- 


eſt reflection ugon the moral government 
of Gad; and, as far as they operate, muſt 
be prej judicial to virtue among men. 


So unlike to genuine primitive chuini- 
anity are all the eceleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments. 
in Europe, and ſo much in the ſpirit of 
this world are they conducted, 21 it is 
no wonder that perſons who * 18 

| | letle 
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little, and who judge of chriſtianity” by 
what they ſee, are, ſo many of them, un- 
believers. By join'ng theſe corrupt eſta- 
bliſhments, therefore, you promote the 
cauſe of infidelity; -whereas by joining 
with a ſociety of chriſtians, who profeſs 
the goſpel in its original ſimplicity; or, at 


leaſt, are in a ſituation in which they are 
at liberty to bring it to that ſimplicity, you 


bear your teſtimony againſt all the cor- 
ruptions of this divine religion; you repre- 
ſent it in an amiable light to mankind; 
and without ſpeaking or writing in its de- 
fence, are advocates for the truth, and 
preachers of righteouſneſs in the world. . 8. 
If this be to be a diſſenter, it is certainly 


2 reſpectable and important character. 


Learn then, my brethren, to- reverence 


your profeſſion, and conſider it as a thing 
that is as much ſuperior to any eccleſiaſti- 
cal eſtabliſnment, as a ſcheme which has an 


eternal world for its object, is ſuperior to 


all ſchemes of worldly policy; as much 


ſuperior. to them, as Chriſt, whom alone 


you acknowledge to be your legiſlator, is 


ſuperior to the princes and powers of this 

world, whom choſe who adhere to eſtabliſn- 
ments acknowledge as their legiſlators. 

- Difſenters in England are often con- 

5 founded 
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founded with the Preſbyterians of the kirk 
af Scotland ; and time was when thoſe who 
go by:the name of Preſbyterians in Eng- 
| land entertained the ſame principles, and 
would have been glad, either to have unit- 
ed with them, or to have formed themſelves 
upon the ſame, or a fimilar plan. Mr. 
Pierce dedicated his Vindication of the Diſ- 

f enters to thie paſtors and miniſters of the 
. 8 church of Scotland, calling them Brethren, 
and ſaying that the diſſenters in England 
were united to them in the ſame faizh, 
worſhip, form of government, deſign, and 
brotherly love, But divine providence hap- 
pily prevented the execution of what our 
forefathers earneſtly deſired, and has 
brought the diſſenters in England i into a ſi- 
tuation infinitely more favourable to the 
intereſts of truth and chriſtianity, than 
they had any idea of themſelves. 

We are, now, far from admitting that 
the members of the church of Scotland 
are any more our . brethren, than the h 
members of the church of England. A [| 
charge of any alliance with the Scotch preſ- 
byterians would now be conſidered as a ca- 
lumny; and if we were diſpoſed to con- 
form to an eſtabliſhment, we ſhould not 5 
look ſo far North. The two eſtabliſn- 


ments 
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ments in the iſland differ in little more 


than matters of diſcipline, which we now 


think to be of liitle conſequence, in com- 


pariſon of thoſe errors in def7rine, which 


lie at the very Twddarion of the chriſtian 
ſcheme; errors in which they both agree, 


and which they both enforce with the ſame 
unrelenting rigour. And there is not 


much more proſpect of _ growing 
better in the one than in the other. 

Ihe great advantage which the church 
of Scotland enjoys over the church of 


England, aroſe . this ſingle, but im- 


parton circumſtance, that the former was 

ed and conducted by the people, who 
had nothing but religion in view, and who 
carried their ſcheme as far as they thought 
proper; whereas the latter was conducted 


5 by the civil megifirate, who went no far- 
ther in reformation than he could help, 
and modelled the government of the 


church, ſo as to make it ſubſervient to the 
es of the ſtate, 

Hence the Scotch Wie have all de- 

centand maderate ſalaries; they have lit- 

tle or no civil power, and pluralities are 

unknown among them; while there re- 

mains a ſhamefu A in the provi- 
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ing in affluence in palaces, and adding 
one large benefice to another, while others 
of them are abſolutely ſtarvingon miſcrable 
curacies; and, notwithſtanding an ample 

_ ſufficiency in the revenues of the church, 
are obliged to depend upon the volunta- 
ry contributions of their pariſhioners, for 
a neceſſary ſupport. Here, alſo, the bi- 
ſhops, along with the revenues of princes, 
have an extenſive juriſdi2ion, and great 

civil power; and while the biſhoprieks, 
and, ina manner, all the great benefices 
are, directly or indirectly, at the diſpoſal 
of the court, a miniſtry, be they ever ſo 
corrupt, can never want tools to aſſiſt them 
in carrying on their moſt iniquitous and 
oppreſſive ſchemes. Witneſs the laviſh 
and abſurd doctrines of paſſive obedience and 
non-reſiſtauce, ſo furiouſly inculcated by, 

IJ may ſay, the body of the Engliſh clergy 

in the arbitrary reigns of the Stewarts, 


. 
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SECTION I. 


of the Importance of the Diſſenting inter. 
- with Reſpect 10 the civil . * the 
e | 5 


TAVIN G confidered the i importance . 
of the diſſenting intereſt with reſpect 

to religion, I ſhall now briefly treat of it as 
it reſpects civil policy. Mr. Hume acknow- 
ledges, that whatever civil liberty is now 
enjoyed in this country, it is owing to 
our anceſtors the Puritans, who were 
_ equally friends to the civil and religious 
rights of their countrymen. For my own 
part, I cannot ſay that I conſider them as 
having been uniform and confiſtent friends 
to either; but their ſchemes being thwart- 
ed by the court, they were neceſſarily 
engaged in the oppoſite intereſt; and thus, 
from the mere force of oppreſſion, with- 
out any greater enlargement of mind, or 
ſuperior merit, they became advocates for | 
liberty. But ftill it was only liberty for 
themſelves and, their own party, that they 
aimed at; and, could they have carried their 
point, they would have exerciſed as ſevere 
; a tyranny 
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tyranny over the conſciences of men as 
their antagoniſts. Were they now in pow- 
er, I myſelf ſhould expect to he one of the 
firſt victims to their bigotry and rage. It 
muſt be acknowledged, however, in fa- 
Four. of theſe Heroes, that intolerance was 
the error of their times, and that no otder 
profeſſors of chriſtianity had any more li- 
beral, or enlarged views than themſelves. 
But whatever were the views of the diſſen- 
ters originally, though they were extreme - 
ly narrow and confined at firſt, they have 
been ſo long the weaker party, and conſe- 
quently in an intereſt oppoſite to the views 
of tyranny and arbitrary power; that, at 
length, they have begun to underſtand 
their ſituation, and have found the true 
and juſt principles, on which the cauſe of 
univerſal liberty may be beſt ſupported. 
On theſe. principles, my brethren, I truſt 
you will always act, without troubhng your- 
ſelves to make any apology for the maxims 
and conduct of our anceſtors. If they were 
culpable, let them bear the cenſures they 
deſerve. We muſt think, and act for 
aurielives.: 2016 / T 
So long as we continue diſſenters, it is 
hardly poſſible that we ſhould be other than 
friends to the civil liberty, and all the eſ- 
1 i ſential 
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ſential intereſts of our fellow citirens. 
be friends of this great cauſe may always 
depend upon us; but ſtateſmen iwho 
have other views may juſtly be jealous 


of us; and they cannot givea clearer proof 


ol their hoſtile intentions towards the hber- 
Ty of their country, than by uſing us with 


rigour. Wirneſs the ſevere perſecution 


we ſuffered in the arbitrary reigns of the 
Stewarts, the meaſures that were taking 
With us towards the cloſe of the reign of 
queen Ann, and the indulgence that has 
been ſhown. us ſinea the happy revulution, 
under king William of glorious memory, 
II n all this, we claim no particular merit. 
Diſſenting miniſters, being choſen by their 
people, will naturally enter into the views of 
their people, in civil as well as religious mat- 
ters; and the didenting laity, riot being 


noblechen, or men of very large fortunes, 
will have in general, the ſame intereſt with 


_ ahe bull of their fellow ſubjecis. Diſſent- 
ing miniſters, therefore, as far as their, in- 
muence in a political light is of any conſe- 


quence, will naturally enter into the in- 
tereſt of the people at large. It ãs for the 


ſame realon — cho eſtabliſhed: c etgy may 
be ſuppo pled to favour the court, as it has 
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fices. The maxim No biſhep, no king, i. e. 
no arbitrary king, might juſtly have had 
weight with wiſer princes than our n 
the firſt. | 
It is alſo natural for the diſſenters to with 
well to every mild adminiſtration, which 
| ſecures to them their privileges, and op- 
poſes the attempts of a bigotted and head- 
ſtrong multitude, of clergy ot laity, to op- 
preſs them. For the ſame reaſon, too, 
when the country, by its eſtabliſhed laws, I 
favours the intereſt of the diſſenters, fo that. | 4 
they have a legal right to their privileges, F 
they naturally confider their country, and 
its laws, as their guardians, and will ſtre- 
nuouſly oppoſe alſ the enerbachments of the 
Prerogative on the conſtitution, and on 
the rights of the ſubjects in general. For 
they muſt be ſenfible, that the eſtabliſhed 
laws of a free community muſt be a better 
ſecurity for their privileges, than the will 
of any ſingle man whatever. They have 
too much at ſtake to be willing ro hold it 0 
8 on ſo precarious a tenure. | 
4 It alſo clearly follows, from the Frere 1 

| principle of ſelf-intereft, independent of 
_ gratitude, that the more indulgence diſ- x 
enters meet with from the government, 1 
The ſtronger will be their attachment to it. | 8 
C2 Though, 
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T hough, therefore, i it ſhould ſeem proper to 
the legiſlature to give a preference to one 


mode of religion, by a legal proviſion for 
the maintenance of its miniſters, it is clearly 


for its intereft to attach all diſſenters to ir, 


as much as. poſſible by a participation of 
civil privileges; and it is both injuſtice, and 


bad policy, in civil governors, to debat 


themſelves from the ſervice of men of abi- 


lity and integrity, and, at the ſame time, 
to alienate their affections, by ſuch an op- 


Probriaus excluſion from civil honours. 


Yet, though I think it right that theſe 
things ſhould be publicly ſaid, that they may 
hw weight with thoſe whom i it may con- 

cern, far would I be from encouraging the 


leaſt tendency towards diſaffection in the 


diſſenters to the preſent conſtitution of 
England. Imperfect as it is, and hard as 

1 preſent laws bear upon us diſſenters in 
K reſpects, our ſituation in Bngland is, 
upon the whole, ſuch as we have great rea- 


ſon to be thankful to divine providence tor, 
being abundantly more eligible than it 
would be in any other country in the world; 


and it is not ſo deſirable to obtain even a juſt 
right by clamour and contention, as by 
the continuance of a prudent 400 peace- 


able behaviour. | 


* 


This 
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This may convince our legiſlators, :that 
we are deferving of their indulgence. 
Men who harbour no reſentment, though 
under a reſtraint, of the injuſtice and un- 
reaſonableſs of which they are fully ſenſible, 
muſt be poſſeſſed of generoſity enough to 
be capable of the moſt grateful and firm 
attachment to the hand that frees them from 
the reſtraint, If a man have magnanimity 
enough not to bear malice againſt an enemy, 
much more will he be ſuſceptible of a ge- 
nerous zeal for his frien aF. 
Beſides, though, from a regard to the 
honour and intereſt of our country, it is 
to be wiſhed that diſſenters might be ad- 
mitted to all civil offices of honour and 
truſt, in common with others, their fellow- 
ſubjects, who have no better title to them 
in other reſpects: yet a perſon who ſhould 
conſult the intereſt of the diſſenters only, 
as a body of men who feparate themſelves 
from a principle of religion, without regard 
to the intereſt of the community at large, 
might, perhaps, heſitate about raking any 
eps to procure an enlargement of their 
privileges. | WT 
Proteſſing a religion which inculcates 
upon us that we are not of this world, but 
only in a courſe of diſcipline, to train us up 
1 'Cg — © 
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fora better, i it is worth conſidering, whether 


a fitvation, in which more {cope would 
be given to ambition, and other paſſions, 
the tendency. of which is to attach us to this 
world, is to be wiſhed for by us. Should 
not a chriſtian, as ſuch (though he ſhould 
by: no means ſecrete hicaſelf f from ſociety, 


or decline any opportunity of ſerving his 


friend: or his country, when divine Provi- 
dence . ſeems to call him out to the ſphere 


cf active life) be content to T8 unmoleſted 


in the private walks of life, rejoicing, as 
his maſter did, in doing all kind offices 
0 his fellow creatures, without aſpiring at 


civil power, and thoſe honorary diſtinctions, 


wrh which the hearts of the men of this . 


world are ſo much captivated, and, very 
wollen; ſo fatally inſnared. , 


As our Lord warned: his diſciples, that 


..the world would love its own, and would 


hate them, . becauſe they were not of the 


world, and that. he who would follow him, 
muſt take. up bis croſs to do it; is it not, 


cileris paribus, more probable, that we 


:are-theſedifcipics, when we Juffer ſome de- 
 gree of perſecution, and are rather frowned 


uon by the fon ers of this world, than if 


t had tree acceis to all ihe emolumerts of 


I= Certainſy, tuch. a ſituat on is far more 
1 | favourable 


FE 
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favourable to our gaining that ſuperiority 
of mind to the world, which is required 
of all chriſtians, whatever be their ſtation 
in it. We know that if perſecution ſhou!d 
ariſe, on account of the word, we muſt be 

ready to forſake houſes, lands, relations, 
and all the endearments of life, rather than 
make ſhipwreck of faith and of a good 
conſcience; and that, in thoſe trying times, 

if we deny Chriſt, he will alſo deny us. Then 
he that would Cave: his life, ſhall loſe it; 
and he only that is willing to loſe his life 
Mall ſave A to life eternal. This, 'chrif- 
tians, is the tenure on which we hold all we 
bleſſings of the goſpel.  _ 
Now, if this be the temper to mien we | 
are to be formed, whether perſecution ſhould 
actually ariſe, or not, what kind of a ſitu- 
ation ſhould we (from the knowledge we 
have of human nature) preſcribe, as the 
moſt - favourable for the purpoſe? Certain- 
ly, not one in which, we fhould have no- 
thing to bear or to ſuffer, and in which every 
thing ſhould be juſt as we could with it. 
A mind accuſtomed to this treatment would 
be ill- prepared for encountering the various 
hardſhips of the chriſtian warfare, in a time 
of perſecution, In a ſituation in every re- 
Re? A to the- purſuits and enjoy- 
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ments of this life, it would not be-ealy for 
a man to attain to any thing like a ſatisſac- 
tory conviction, that he had the proper 
temper and diſpoſition of a chriſtian. Ha- 
bits of mind are not acquired by putting 
caſes (Which, however, perſons would lit- 
tle think of doing, when the caſes were not 
likely to occur } but by actual experience and 
feeling. A habit of caution can never be 
given to a child by admonition only. It 
18 by frequent hurts that he learns to take 
care of hinifelf.. So likewiſe courage and 
fortitude; are acquired by, being frequently 
expoſed to . pains and hardſhips, by exert- 
ing our powers, and feeling the benefit of 
_—_— All theſe things duly conſidered, a man 
who entertains the truly enlarged ſentiments 

of chriſtianity, and is ſenſible how momen- 
tary and infignificant are all the things of 
this world, in compariſon with thoſe of a 
future, will, in proportion to the influence 
of theſe views, be leſs impatient of the dif- 
ficulties and reſtraints he may lie under in 

a civil capacity. He will more eaſily ac- 
quieſce in a ſituation not perfectly eligible, 
when he is prepared even to bear the greateſt 
ſufferings that can befall him in this life 
with chriſtian fortitude, patience, and re- 
3 e ſignation; 
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ſignation; at the ſame time that the benevo- 


_ lence of his heart is always ready to take 


the form of the moſt generous patriotiſm, | 


whenever there occurs a clear, and great 


cauſe to exert it. If a true chriſtian be con- 


ſcious that he is engaged in a good cauſe, 


he, of all men, has the leaſt reaſon to fear 


what men can do unto him, aud therefore 


he 1s more to be depended upon, in any 
critical emergence, than any other 1 


Whatever. 


A diſſenter, then, who is ſo upon prin- 
ciple, Who has, conſequently, the juſteſt 
notions of the nature and importance of 


civil and religious liberty; who is, on many 
accounts, thoroughly ſenſible of the bleſ- 
ſings of a mild and equal government, and, 


therefore, heartily attached to the intereſt 


of that conſtitution which allows him the 
rights which he values ſo highly; whoſe 
mind is prepared to bear irremediable hard- 
ſhips with patience, but whoſe active cou- 


rage, in caſes in which the great intereſts of 


his country call him to exert himſelf, may 
be depended upon, is a very valuable 


member of civil ſociety. Such a man will 
ſcorn the mean arts of court intrigue. If 
he can gain his laudable ends, and be ad- 


mitted to his natural rights, as a loyal Bri- 
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-tifty ſubſe, by fair and open means, he 


Will not deſpiſe it; but he will rather con- 
tinue to ſufſer unjuſtly, than proſtitute his 


zintereſt to a corrupt, profligate, and op- 
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"SECTION. III. 


"Of 1 ah manner in which Diſſenters ought to 
i. ſpeak or write e the Church of 


. England. 


NO wg ' as s perſons are 1 ncere in their 
profeſſion of any form of religion, 
they are certainly intitled to our candour 
and reſpect. Integrity is the chief excel- 


lence of every moral agent, and claims our 
eſteem and veneration even in a papiſt, a 


mahometan, or an heathen. The man who 


Joves and ſeeks after truth, and who con- 
ſcientiouſly og bh It, u herever he but thinks 


he has found it, will, no doubt, be ac- 
cepted of Gat "though his faith ſhould 
happen to be ever ſo erroneous, and his 
practice, founded upon it, ever ſo abſurd. 
And without the chriſtian virtues of mutual 
love, candour, and forbearance, the 


ſoundeſt chriſtian keit will ſand for no- 
Wang.” * 
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The truth of theſe ſentiments is acknow- 
ledged, felt, and contended for, by the 
author bf this addreſs; and. by ſome he will 
be blamed for extending the benefit of them 
to papiſts and infidels. But let us, with a 
due regard to truth and ſincerity, conſider 

in what manner they ought to influence our 
conduct with reſpect to thoſe who differ 
from us in religious e and Þrac- 
tices. 
If the tu which we hold, and Which 
others deny, appear to us to de of impor- 
tance, and eſpecially of practical impor- 
tance (as certainly thoſe opinions are which 
divide the rational diſſenters from the church 
of England) our love of truth, and of 
mankind ſhould concur to make us zealous 
in taking every prudent method to con- 
vince them of their errors, and make them 
converts to the truth; by ſetting the evi- 
dence and importance of the latter in its Juſt 
lizhr, and by no means concealing the ab- 
furdity and dangerous tendency of the for- | 
mer. 
Upon every fair occaſion, therefore, let 
the rational diſſenter ſpeak and write with 
the ſimplicy and fearleſs integrity of a chril- 
tian, openly afterting the great doc- 
"rrines | of. the proper unity of God, 
8 --- 006 : 
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and the equity of his moral govern- 5 
ment, in oppoſition to what is in re- 
ality tritbeiſm, and the doctrines of abſo- i 
lute predeſtination and reprobation 
whomſoever they may be held; and let us | 
claim for ourſelves and others that equal li- 
terty, ro which we have a natural and a di- 
vine right, of thinking and acting for our- 
ſelves in all religious matters, whoever they 
be that would abridge us of it, by aſſuming 
authority. in matters of faith. In every 
other reſpect, alſo, in which our opinions 
and practices are different f om thoſe cf 
others, let us, if we have occaſion to men- 
tion them at all, ſpeak or write with perfect 
freedom, and with a degree of zeal propor- 
tioned. to their importance. 
Many of the modern friends of church 
power in Eng] nd affect to allow diſſenters 
to #bink for e but deny them the 
Hibeity of writing againſt the eſtabliſhment; 
and many diſſenters a!ſo ſee m to enter into 
the ſame abſurd diſtinction. If they can be 
permitted quictiy to enjoy their own opi= 
nio) and mode of worſhip, they think it 
- wrong even to ſpeak diſteſpectfully of the re- 
ligion of their country, not withſtanding the 
greateſt infults and provocations. They 
even take ypop themſelves to be — | 
Wit - 
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with any perſon who ſhall ſo much as make 
the leaſt compariſon with reſpect to the 


ſtate of religious knowledge in the two par- 
ties, in order to ſhew the advantage of the 


ſituation of one of them, for improvements 
in religion, above that of the other. But 
what does common ſenſe, the practice of the 
primitive chriſtians, and that of the re- 
formers from popery, ſay upon this ſub- 


Can any man maintain the truth of his 


on opinion, without ſhewing the abſurdity 

of that which is directly contrary to it, and 
eſpecially if he be in ſuch a ſituation, that 

he muſt expreſsly deny what another has 

_ previouſly aſſerted? How then can ex- 
hort diſſenters to value their ſituation az/uch, 

if I do not ſhew them how much it is pre- 


ferable to that of thoſe from whom they diſ- 


ſent? It may, perhaps, be poſſible for a 
perſon exceedingly well ſkilled in the art 
of writing and fineſſe, to do the one without 


the other; but it is impoſſible he ſhould do 


the one without thinking of the other, and 
even keeping it conſtantly 1n view; and 
certainly to ſuppreſs what a man thinks, 
_ eſpecially when it is that which alone can 
give any weight, energy, or even propriety | 
to what he is ſaying, muſt bea mode of 
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writing conſtrained, artificial, upnaturd, 
and meffect ual. 


The primitive chriſtians 8 to have 


Iban nothing of this refin diſtinction, 
but in their apologies for chriſtianity in- 


veighed with the urmoſt freedom agaĩnſt 1 
the eſtabliſhed religions of the countries in 


which they lived. Paul did the ſame, 


without the leaſt ſcruple or reſerve, upon all 


occaſions; as alſo did his and our great 


maſter; who never ſpared the abſurd and 
miſchevious doctrines that prevailed in his 
time, to the corruption of a true and di- 


vine religion. And the reformers from 
fopery followed their example, in expreſ- 
ſing upon all occaſions, their honeſt indig- 
nation ag ainſt the abſurdities and ufurpations 
of the church of R me. 
Why then ſhould not we, who diſſent 


© emp the Church of England, as they did 


from the church of Rome, take the ſame 
lüberty, in proportion to their importance, 
wirh her abſfurdities and uſurpations. If we 
thiu that the church of England is nat charge- 
abe with ſuch things we are not diſſenters, 
and ovght not to continue the ſeparation, 
On the other hand, if we think that the 
church of Englard is chargeabie with great 
Tren and * uſurpations, ard 
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ſcru "oj to fay ſo, we have not that zeal for 
and liberty that becomes diſſenters; 1 | 


trut 
may add that becomes chriſtians, * . 


But the preſent age, verging to infideli- 
ty, and an indifference to all the forms of 
religion, and to religion itſelf, brands with 
the cenſure of unpoliteneſs, every thing that 
looks like moleſting the religious opi- 
nions of others, be they ever To errone- 
ous or dangerous; and the man who thinks, 
feels, and \ writes like a chriſtian; who loves 
his religion, and values the purity of it; 
and who expreſs his generous indignation 
at the uſurpations of ſome, and the ſervi- 
lity of others with reſpe& to it, muſt be 
called a bigo?, and an illiberal minded perſon, 
With ſuch may I ever be deemed a bigot. 
I ſhall be proud of the character, and ſhall 


begin to think bigotry to be a term ſynony- 


mous to integrity, honeſty, generoſity, and 
every thing that is manly and liberal be- 


longing to human nature. 


Thele ſpecious principles, which have 


their ſource in infidelity, have infected many 
members of the church of England, and 


giſſſenters alſo, who ae not, at leaſt, not 
Jet unbelievers. But certainly ſuch diſ- 
ſenters are leaſt acquainted with the true 
- principles of their diffenr, and mult be the 
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leaſt valuable, and the leaſt table part of 


the intereſt, Accordingly, we ſee that thoſe 


diſſenters, who ſpeak. with this extreme 
tenderneſs, chari:y, and reſpe& concerning 
the church of E ng. 'and (notwithſtanding, 


if they were aſked, they could not deny 


their diſbelief of more of her principles 
than any other denomination of diſſenters) 
find the left difficulty in conforming to the 
church; and for the ſame reaſon, would 
find as little difficulty in joining the church 


of Rome, the church of Mahumet, or any 


church in the world; and their minds would 


be as little ſhocked with the idea of even 
conſtant conformity to any of them. For 


it ſuppoſes only the ſame diſregard to 
religious truth, and the rights ot conſci- 


ence. 
But let ſuch perſons conũder bow, 8 


have obſerved before, and cannot repeat 


too cften, with this excels of c:ndour, and 


fupp enc{s of conſcience, any of the pri- 
mitive chriſtians could ever have died 


mari rs to their religion; or whether there 
could have been any ſuch. thing as perſe- 
'cutrcn for the croſs of Chriſt 


J he octrine of toleration and religious 


liberty is now maintained on two very dif- 


ferent, and even e grounds, The 


One 
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To PRorESZTAT DisszürERSs. at 
one is anindifference._to all religion, and an 
opinion of the abſolute inſignificance of 
all the diſtinctions of it; and the other its 
exceeding great importance to every man 
ſingly conſidered ; ſo that every thing be- 
longing to it is held ſacred with him, and 
he cannot, upon any conſideration, ſur- 
render his own right of determining con- 
cerning i It, to any man, or body of men, 


* earth. 


Thaſe who are advocates for toleration 
upon the former ground, are anbelievers 
in chriſtianity, and perſons who are go- 
verned by political conſiderations only ; 


who think it folly to diſturb the peace of 
| ſociety for the fake of trifles, and who 


have ſeen in hiſtory how much ſeveral 


ſtates have been injured by adopting per- 
ſecuting meaſures. But, upon the ſame 
principles, theſe perſons would not ſcruple 
to give up all regard to thoſe inſignificant 
opinions, and pretended rights of conſci- 


ence, if they ſaw that the ou.ward ſplen- 


dor, power, and wealth of the ſtate re- 
quired it. Theſe unbelieving ſtateſmen 
have, therefore, within them the princi- 
ples of the cooleſt and moſt unrelenting. 
perſecution ; and, without believing one 
yl bie of the matter, are — of con- 

forming 


„ e eee cf 


Cork thegiſelves;' and of enforcing 
q ſtricto obedience in others, to any ſeheme 


of religion in the world. Nay the Biſhop of 
Glouc ſter, Dr. Balguy, and others, who 


are not infidels, avowedly go upon this 
ground, and maintain even the obligation 
_ ofithe!civil magiſtrate to eſtabliſn the re- 
lig on of the majority of his ſubjects, 
Withobt making any diſtinQion with re- 
ſpect io the poſſibility of its being ever ſo 
iImpious or abſurd. Certainly ſuch prin- 
_ Eiplesta$Thele are highly dangerous and 
alarming, and yer they are Aer 
1 Miet Hoe eg 

On the other hand, thoſe who are 4d. 
vacates for religious liberty upon the o- 


ther ground, namely, an opinion of the 


exceeding great importance of religious 
principles, are fincere helievers of Chril. 


tianity, and the fartheſt in the world fromm 


thinking that religion is a thing to be re- 


gulated by, and made ſubſervient to civil 


policy, when no conſiderations relating to 


this world) are worthy to be named with 


it. In a thing ſo intereſting, it is their 


opinion, that every man, for himſelf, 


Would be the ſole a7 ant of his owh judg- 
nent and practice, acknowledging 10 maj- 
ter e earth, lince one is their "rhaſter, eben 

Chrijt, 
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To PROESTANT DrisSENTERs. =O 
Chriſt. And leaſt of all will they ſubmit 
their faith and practice in matters of re- 


| ligion to the decifion of men, who, on 


account both of their education, and fitu- 
a:ion in life, muſt be very incompztent 
judges of the ſubject; and who, in fact, 
have never had its intereſt at heart; but, 


in all their eccleſiaſtical conſtitutions, have 


been ſolely influenced by political and 
worldly conſiderations. To thoſe who 


aſſert their religious liberty upon theſe 


principles, the authority of the Pope, or 


that of the king of England, with the 
impious titles of ſupreme he: 2 of the char 6045 


ae held in equal contempt ®. © 
"Theſe principles can never, like the 


former, degenerate | in o perſecution, for, 
with ſuch men, the conſcience of every 
individual of their ſpecies will be as in- 


violable as their own ; and upon the ſame 
principles that they feel for themſelves, 
they cannot but feel for others. 
Formerly religious liberty had no pro- 
per adv<cates upon either of theſe grounds, 


Even the diflenters, who thought. religion 


0 be of importance, it ima ginedr that it was, | 


47'S This 1 is by no means e to 4 the authority 
of temporal fovereizns over all perſons within their 


dominions, 'eccleliattical as Well 43 Others. 
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pa that very account, not to be deſerted 
thoſe who were in poſſeſſion of the ci- 

vi power, and that the beſt intereſts of 

mankind ought to be taken care of in 

N of . But of late, the ab- 
u 


rdity a 5 dangerous tendency of this 


Rütter as been acknowledged, at halt 
y, the rational diſſent Fark and they have 
become advocates for religious liberty up- 
on the true, broad, generous, and chriſ- 
tian principles above mentioned. * 


But ſorry I am io fee too many of thoſe. 


Who; are called rational di ſenters, talk more 


ke inf dels than chriſtians upon this great 
ſubject, and treat the moſt important re- 
Iigious truths with the ſame contemptu- 


ous indifference. . They art forward to 
acknowledge, upon all occaſions, that all 
the difference between them and the eſta⸗ 
bliſhed church is a mere trifle ; that the 
belief of three, or three hundred ods is 
oniy a metaphyſical ſubtlety, of no prac- 


tical conſequence whatever; and that e- 


ven the doctrines of abſolute election and 
reprobation are well cnough for the com- 


mon people, who will always be fooliſh 
and ſuperſtitious, and whom it is not worth | 
the while to take any pains with, or to run 


any riſque to ſet right, Wich this declar- 
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To PROTESTANT Disse vr EAV. 45 


ed indifference to ſyſtems of religion, it 


is no wonder that they are diſpoſed to 


think favourably of eſtabliſhments in ge- 
neral, and of that of their own country in 
particular; and that they are offended 


when any perſon, more ſerious and in 
earneſt than themſelves, aſſerts the true 


diſſenting principles, with a warmth and 


zeal ſuited to their importance. 


I was in hopes, that this diſpoſition, fo 
unworthy of chriſtians, and eſpecially of 


proteſtant diſſenters, had been confined 


to a few, who might have learned their 
principles of toleration from Voltaire or 
Rouſſeau ; but ſeveral circumſtances have 
occurred of late, and particularly the re- 


ception which the former edition of this 
Addreſs has met with, which give but too 


much reaſon to ſuſpect, that the evil has 
ſpread farther than I had imagined. For 
I cannot conceive that any perſons ſhould 
be much offended either at the ſentiments 
or the manner of this Addreſs, except thoſe 


who (though perhaps unknown to them- 


ſelves) are influenced by ſuch principles as 
I have here animadverted upon. In this 


view the unpo-ularity of this addreſs, > 
mong thoſe diſſenters for whoſe uſe it was 


particularly intended, gives me ſerious 
CANCEFNe, 


46 Fark Appress 


concern. : Fox their ſakes: it is that, i in this 


edition, 1} ave added the feflections which 


are the fubje&of this ſection, and to which 
I wiſh they would give their attention, 


With the ſame ſejiouſnels wth which. 2 95 | 


were written. 9 


5608 


Believe) me, I [ eel pO 50 for the Cres. 


* 


5 dit of a ſhort and anonymous compoſition, 


but, if I know my own heart, 1 feel for 


Jou, l feel for the cauſe 10 which you give 


your names; and I hope that I feel ſtill, 


more for that great cauſe, from its relation 
to which only every inferior denomination 


of religion derives its value and impor- 


Lance. And the turn of thinking, the pre- 


, = valence. 


mY 
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valence of which I lament, appears. to me 
to be diametrically oppoſite: to the ge- 


mnuine ſpirit of. chriſtianicy;; and would 
be fo far from leading a man to di and to 
ſuffer. what Chriſt, and his immediate fol- 


lowers did, that it would rather diſpoſe 
him to ridicule them, - as men who. turned 
ihe world. upfude down\for the ſuke of mere 
| ſpeculative opinions, and who could not be 
content #0 think with the wiſe, aud act wi -) 
ibe vulgar. This, which is known to have 

deen the ſpirit both of the heathen philo- 


Jophy of old, ard of infidelity, in modern 
times, is too like the, principie of many 


profeſſing chtiſti ans, and even thoſe wha 


cdl} themſelves rational diſfenters. They 
are fo much alike, that one of, them is cer- 


tainly the parent, and the gather the child, 


But, My brerhren, TE there be. any thing 


ſacred in relig igus tu let; it inſpire the 


breaſts of us who profeſs to maintain it; 
and if any religious ti uchs be of i impor- 

tance, as affecting a man's heart and life, 
or as comprchended under any de fiaition 
That can be framed of important. truths, 


ſeveral of them: will, certainly be found 
among thoſe; which we profeſs as diſſenters, 
the very contrary of them being aſſertecl 


among the thirt nine articles ofthe church 


of England. If you have no zeal for the 
ü n | difſents 
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diflenting intereſt, as it now Landis 9 


muſt think your anceſtors fools and 
to have ſet ſuch a value upon it at 
ſtood in their times. For, certainly, you 


cannot think the buſineſs of 4 ſurplice, to 
be equally worth contending fo r with the 
doctrine of the divine unity, a that we 
ought to object to kneeling-at the Lord's. 
ſupper as ſtrenuovſly as againſt the doc- 


trines of ab/olute predeſtination and repro- 
 batien, and others connected with them; 
and the principles of liberiy among the old 


Puritans were certainly narrow and con- 


fined in compariſon with ours. As the 


cauſe of the diſſenters has ſo greatly im- 
proved in real value, we ought certainly 
to enereaſe in our zeal for it and attachment 
to it; and to be more indifferent in theſe 


circumſtances, as is apparently the caſe with 


many, muſt argue à want of thought, a 


Want of Knowledge, or of love for truth. 
I do not write this to Pre "9h any 


man. I hope 1 ſhall not exaſperate any 
ſerious member of the church of En 3 


If he be ſerious and i 1n earneſt himfelf, he 
will execuſe another, who thinks that he 


has equal cauſe to be ſerious and in earn- 
eſt; and it is not with the truly pious and 


worthy, that even an intemperance of 
zeal, and Aigle expreſſions that may appear 
incon- 
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To ProtesTrant Disszur ERS. 49 
meonliderate ' and unjuſtifiible, that, will 


make a man the objecteither of anger or ofri- 


dicule. Warm and ingenuous hearts willcom- 
pare their on feelin 25 with mine, and will 
make thoſe allowances for me, which they 
would with to have made for themſelves. 
With numbers in the eſtabliſhed church, 


I believe, my, heart is in perfect nniſon, 
With ſome of them I know, and feel it to 
be fo. They are men who, if they do 
not approve. of the, whole ſyſtem, make 
the bat ute, of their ſituation, in employ -_ 


ing their moſt earneſt. endeavours to bring 
about a refor mation of, whatever they are 


convinced is amiſs in it; though their 
pious labours are counteracted 55 thoſe 


obo yet let, but who, it is to be hoped, 


will, in due time, be, taken out of the way. 


Wir h theſe perſons, notwithſtanding we 


may, in ſo ne reſpects, ſee . each others 
ſituation in different lights, it is not poſ- 


ſible that I ſhould have any difference of 


conſequence. It cin only conſiſt in the 
choice of means to gain the ſane great 
ends; ſo that, though the parts we are 
acting be coaſiderably different, we muſt 


mutually rejoice in each other's ſuccels ; 


and that ſympathetic union of heart and 


objects, that has commenced here, will, I 
WS ö truſt 
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ruſt, be paige; and be a ſource of mu- 


u ual congratulation and happineſs hereafter, 
"'SBCTION IV. 


Obſervations on the Expence attending 111 


Diſſenting Intereſt. 


afraid, are Kc ufsgecd, and are ready 
to quit the diſſenting intereſt, becauſe it 


is expenſive to you. You think it hard to 
be taxed by the government very high, 
and contrary to all principles of equity, in 


order to maintain the eccleſiaſtical eſta- 


bliſnment of your country, and at the ſame 
time raiſe ſalaries for the maintain:ince of 


your own miniſters, beſides being fre- 


quently called upon to contribute towards 
building meeting-houſes, houſes for mi- 
niſters, funds for the education of miniſ- 
ters, for the relief of their widows, &c. 
Kc. &c. I own that all theſe things are 


incident to you as diſſenters; they are ne- 
ceſſarily expenſive, and, l thiok the times 


are ſuch, that theſe neceſſary expences 
muſt rather increaſe than diminiſh. But 
this is not a thing to be complained of, if 
the cauſe be worth ſupporting at the ex- 


pence ; and I hope enough has been ſaid 


already, to put that bey ond a doubt. 
3 I truſt 


\OME of you, my brethren, I am 


IR. 
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To ProTESTANT Disszxrzas. 51 
I truſt there are none among us of ſo 


ſordid a diſpoſition, as to think that no- 


thing is worth money, but money itſelf, 
or ſuch things as may be bought with it, 


in the ordinary method of traffic. The 
gift of God, faid Peter to Simon Ma- 
gus, is not to be purchaſed with money; 


but is a thing of unſpeakably more value. 
And, certainly, uſeful truth of all kinds, 

and eſpecially religious truth, though not 

to be bought with money, is of infinitely = 
more value than money; and to be ſpar- 
ing of money, in a cauſe in which religion 
and truth may be promcted, is the moſt 
contemptible parſimony. Liberty, alſo, 


together with the o her great natural rights 


of "mankind, is to be ranked in the ſame” 
claſs. They are things in which price hat 
no concern, but they are above all price; 


and in a cauſe in which they are ſo clearly 


concerned, no man of a generous 
mind will ever repent of his expences, 


though he be not able to demonſtrate 


what he has gained, by the method of 


profit and loſs, in his books of accompt. 
You may not be fo rich after ſuch ex- 
pences ; but yourſelves and your poſterity, 


may be more wiſe, free, and happy. 


Conſider, my brethren, in what man- 
D 2 ner 


* 
= s * 
_—— 
=, * 
_ 


2 A Fre Apparss 


ner chriltianity operated upon. che minds 
emen when it was firſt piomulgated. 
Of ſo little value did, the primitive chriſ- 

d unans think the things of this world, in 


compariſon of the great cauſe of chriſti- 


anity, that, withcut any command from 
God, they made no difficulty of throwing. 
every. thing they had intoa commen ſtock, 
tobe applied to the advantage of the com- 
mon cauſe, at the diſcretion of certain 
ſtewards, choſen by themſelves for that 
purpoſe. They were men ſo detached from 
this world, and had their views ſo much 
fixed upon another, that they thought the 
| beſt uſe they could make of all their poſ- 
ſeſſions: here, was to make them ſubſer- 
vient to their intereſt hereafter. They ſet 
no bounds to the application of this rule, 
concerning the true uſe of riches, They 


gave all they had, and kept nothing back. 
And did the circumſtance of chriſtianity 


at preſent require it, we ſhould not deſerve 
the name of chriſtians, if we heſitated a 


moment about doing the ſame. 
But though there be no occaſion to 90 


what they did, let us follow the ſame rule. 
They did what their times required; let 
us 00 what our times require, and do it 


without grudging. You can never diſ- 
5 | poſe 
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To ProtesTAnT DISSENTERS. 53 
poſe of your wealth in a manner that will 


give more ſatisfaction to a mind that ſees 
chings in their true light, than by making 


it ſubſervient to the intereſts of truth, l 
berty, and genuine chriſtianity; and this, 


I believe, is the cauſe I am pleading, when 


I plead that of the proteſtant W ; 
intereſt in England and Ireland. 


Ido not, however, ſuppoſe that the ein 
cumſtances the diſſenting intereſt is in at 


preſent; by any means require, that you 


ſhould materially injure your fortunes, or 


your families, in its ſupport. It will be 
abundantly ſufficient, if your expences oh 


this head only come near thoſe you actu- 


ally do make on other accounts, Which 
yourſelves,” if you were aſked, would ac- 


knowledge: to be of leſs uſe; and / far 
the diſſenting intereſt has a jult claim up- 


on you; and you are debtors to the catte 
of truth and liberty, if you have hitherto 


done leſs. The obligation to contribute 


in caſes of this nature, is, by no Means, 
the leſs, becauſe it can never be defined 
what particular ſum, or what Prop tio hn 
of your Hortune, you ought to expend. 


In this reſpect, no perſon has 4 right to 
tax you; nor may you be able to fIx any 


exact bounds to * Itꝰis the ſame 
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in caſes of common charity, ad a variety 
of other things,. of which inſtances occur 
every day, which are all of unqueſtionable, 
though of indefinite, and various obliga- 
+ and with reſpect to which, the ge- 
nerous will act generouſly, and the mean- 
ſpirited will, like themſelves, act meanly. 
It may alſiſt you to feel, and act with 
| HOY upon this occaſion, to conſider 

your heroic anceſtors did and ſuffered 
= the ſame cauſe, and how much you owe 
to their liberality. How many hundreds 
and thouſands. of the old puritans, men of 
avhom the world wwas not worthy, bore. with 
chearfulneſs the ſpoiling of their goods, and 
ſubmitted to heavy fines and confiſcations, 
1. rande were ARSE 7 


„ „ 


. the cauſe of Ged. JW £13 
..Confider how many years. . | 


cruel zmpriſonments, under which num- 
bg, of them languiſhed and died, in the 
impenous feign of, queen Elizabeth, and 
the mere oppreſſiye reigns of the Stew- 
arts 3 do chat many, men. 75 opulent for- 
tunes, who were qualified ta make a fi- 
gure in their native country, Wereglad io 
3ake refuge from the orm of pet egudien, 
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To ProTESTANT DissENT ERS. 55 
on \ the then inhoſpitable coaſts of North- 
America, expoſed to an inclement climate, 
and the fury of intractable ſavages (bur 
who had more compaſſion than the hack- 
neyed tools of a wicked adminiſtration at 
home) glad, at this riſque, ro procure 
what they thought the invaluable privi- 
lege of worſhipping their Maker accord- 
ing to the dictates of their conſciences, 
vamoleſted. 8 5 
Conſider the glorious ſcene that was ex- 
kibibed; on the ever memorable St. Bartho- 
lomew, A. D. 1662, a ſcene which few 
countries beſides England can boaſt of, 
when /wo thouſand miniſters did not hefi- 
tate to throw up their church preferments, 
many of them without any other reſource, 
rather than violate their conſciences, by 
comply ing beyond their ſentiments in re- 
ligious matters. And this they did, though 
many of the things impoſetl upon them 
were acknowledged to be, in themſclves, 
matters of indifference. Of fo much con- 
ſequence did they juſtly” think it, not to 
admit a right in any men, or body of 
men, whatever, of preſcribing and impoſing 
any thing, with reſpect to that religi- 
on, of Wich Chriſt alone is the . 
preme head; ſo as by law to make that 
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would they have felt, and how would they 


have acted, had their minds been enlight- 


ened as ours are now; and, conſequently, 
had they been perſuaded, that they were 
not only required to ſubmit to the impo- 
ſitions of men in matters of religion, but 
to the impoſition of a form of worſhip, 


which, beſides containing many articles of 


faith, che very reverſe of the moſt impor- 
tant doctrines of genuine chtiſtianity, as 


delivered in the New Teſtament, deto- 
gated from the ſacred, rights of the only 


living and true God," and . therfore 
idolatrous. A 15ks 
Conſider, my F the wal fins 


your anceſtors began to expend, the mo- 


ment they gained a little reſpite from the 


perſecution above mentioned, exhauſted 


as they then were, in erecting places of 
worſhip, in the liberal ſupport of their 
miniſters, and alſo in the endowments they 
made, of lands and houles, In order to 
provide for the, continuance! of that me- 
thod of worſhip which they approved;-and 
the benefit of which we enjoy at this. day., 

If you aſk how they were able;to ſup- 
ply thoſe expences, I anſwer, that they 
ge the Intereſt in which they were 

| n engaged, 


«4 


a 


neceſſary, which he left indifferent. What 
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To PROTESTANT, Dis9xTers. 57 


engaged, of ſo. much conſequence, that 
they were hardly at any other extraord'- 
nary expences. They were men who had 


no taſte for the faſhionable; and expenſive 


pleaſures of the age in which they lived. 


From the higheſt to the loweſt, they were 


men of the greateſt frugality, and the moſt 


indefatigable induſtry in their ſeveral em- 
Piepen fe which, through the bleſüng 


of God, proved a never - failing teſouree 
for the many and large demands that were 
made upon them for the common cauſe. 
For theſe virtues your anceſtors were o 


IS diſtinguiſhed in thoſe times, that 


though they were almoſt all of them con- 


cerned in trade, a bankrupt was not known 
among them for many years. When in- 
ſtances of this kind did happen, fo ſtrict 


was their church diſcipline, and ſo heinous 


did they conſider the vices which they 
thought to have been inſtrumental in 
bringing men's affairs to that cataſtrophe, 
that excommunication certainly followed 
upon it; nor could the bankrupt be re- 


ſtored to church communion, till be had 
elearly demonftrated, that he had not been 
guilty: of fraud, extravagance, or want of 


A bur That his misförtune was the 


Gad. 12 47 
235 | I wiſh, 
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1 wiſh, my brethren, you would review 


the hiſtory of the great worthies, from 
whom you have the honour to be deſcend- 
ed. Warm your hearts with the recollee- 
tion of what they did and ſuffered, imi- 
tate their laudable induſtry, adopt their 
generous zeal; retrench, like them, the 
ſuperfluous expences of a frivolous and 
luxurious age; and be liberal, as they 
Were, in the cauſe of religion, üben y, and 

8 | Truth. : 
Sire me leave to repreſent to you thoſe 


circumſtances, in the preſent ſtare of the 


diſſenting intereſt, and particularly of irs 


miniſters, which make a conſiderable ex- 


pence abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport the 

cauſe, and without which that part of the 
_ intereſt which is moſt liberal, and worthy 
oſupport, muſt neceſſarily decline. The | 


intereſt in which you are engaged cannot 
be reſpectable, unleſs your miniſters be 
men of a liberal education, and feel them- 
ſelves in a ſituation, in which they may 


freely think and act, as themſelves ' ſhall 
judge the cauſe of chriſtianity, and your 


intereſt demand. This, you muſt be ſen- 
fible, requires not only a liberal education, 

but likewiſe a liberal ſupport. 
If * ſay that the 32 of the laſt 
age 
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To PROTESTANT Disskurrzs. 59 
age had ſmaller falartes than thoſe of the 


= preſent, you ſay what is true, but you de- 
FF Cceive yourſelves at the ſame time. They 
did not receive ſo much as a fixed ftipend ; 

FX but, in many caſes, their families weie al- 
Z moſt wholly maintained by the bounty of 


their hearers. 

In ſhort, miniſters, | in thoſe days, be⸗ 
ing free from all anxtety about the things 
of this world, either on their own account, 
or that of their families, were at liberty to 
give their whole attention to the proper 
duties of their function; and notwith- 
ſtanding miniſters ſeem to have been more 
dependent upon their people, there never 
was a time in which miniſters had more 
influence, and when their reproofs and 
tenſures were more feared, That this was 
very muchthe cafe formerly, I can, appeal 
to the memory of many perſons now liv- 

ing, or even to what is now the fact, in 
forne parts of the kingdom, where the old 
2 cuſtoms have been religiduſly kept vp. 
* At preſent, though the ſalaries of mi- 
| niſters have been confiderably advanced, 
in compariſon of what they were formerly, 
al other advantages are, in general, very 
: inconſiderable, and, from the fame cauſes, 
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4 mul be expected to grow more ſo. 
4 DG Add 


ceſſary proviſions is prodigiouſly advanced 


living is much bigher than it was, ſo that 


the expences which cuſtom, at leaſt, if not 
nature has made neceſſary, in their caſe, 


are more than double of what they were in 


the memory of man. On this account, the 
Jargeſt income of any diſſenting miniſter is 
barely a decent maintenance for a family, 
without a poſſibility of laying-up any thing 


for the uſe of a widow, or children, after 


his death. Indeed, a genteel congregatiori 
would think themſelves diſgraced by the 


mean houſe-keeping, dreſs, and appear- 


ance of their miniſter, or his family. It 
is unfortunate, aiſo, , 8. 1 
| being invited to the tables of their richer 


hearers, too | often . acquire a taſte for 
high, Iiving themſelves, taſte which 


it would 


at home. 


The conſequence of theſe diſcourage- 


*. 


ments is a circumſtance, which a'ready pe- 


. * 3 68: +5 "BY 222 © „ 1 5 
gins to be very alarming to the diſſenting 


intereſt, F ot merly, when t miniſtry Was 


more reputable, perſons of ſome rank and 
fortune educated, their ſons fox it. Many 
of theſe miniſters, being eaſy in their cir- 
(G 3 OF. - GU MNnce, 
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alſo, that miniſters, by 


be ruinous to, them to gratify | 
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| cumſtances, . took no care about their ſala- 
ries, and were ſo far from making a gain 
of godlineſs, or even being ſupported. by 
the intereſt, that they contributed to its 
ſupport, by preaching, in places, in which 
= "the falary kept dwindling, till, after they 
died, a minifter could not -be ſupported. 
3 Many places have been ninirely nut up in this 
manner. | 
So well known, are the ſtraits to which : 
| ' miniſters and their families have often been 
4 reduced, that few are now. educated with a 
x view. to it, except young perſons, who 
have a turn for learaing, and whoſe parents 
are unable to make any other proviſion for 
1 them. | Even. .perſons educated 1 in this man- 
7 ner are fewer every year; for ĩt ĩs a low way 
5 | of life indeed, that will not produce more 
money, Which is the thing that the generality 
of parents chiefly conſider; ſo that it is now 
no eaſy matter to find young perſons to edu 
cate for the miniſtry, though it colt the 
Pf s little or nothing. a 
4 hat, then, is likely to be the conſe- 
| quence of this deficiency of minſters liber- 
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5 ; ally. educated. among the diflenters ? The 

i Intereſt; muſt, grow; eſs reſpectable, lay 
| Preachers,- and. perſons of an enthuaſtic turn 

5 of Woch and ſuperficially inſtruQted, will 

1 TOTES _ grow 
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Add to \ this. that, the price of all ne 
ceſſary proviſions is prodigiouſly, advanced 
all over England. Moreover the taſte of 
living is much bighe r than it was, ſo tha 
the expences which cuſtom, at leaſt, if not 
nature has made neceſſary, in their caſe, 
are more than double ef what they were in 
the memory of man. On this account, che 

Jargeſt income of any diſſenting miniſter is 
barely a decent maintenance for a family, 
without a poſſibility of lay ing: up any thing 
for the uſe of a widow, or chiſdren, after 
his death. Indeed, a genteel congregation 
would think themſelves diſgraced by the 
mean houſe-keeping, dreſs, and appear- 
ance of their miniſter, or his family. It 
Is unfortunate, alſo, that miniſters, by 
being invited ta the tables of their richer 
hearers, too often acquire a taſte ſor 
high. living themſelves, taſte which 
it would be rutnous, 10 t em to gratify 
at home. 
"The conſequence of. theſe Aiſcourage- 
ments is A cireumſtance,, which a ready be- 25 
gins to be very alarming to the diſſenting 7 
Intereſt. Formerly, when th miniſtry was = 
more reputable, perſons of ſome rankand 
fortune educated, their ſons for Was, Many | 
of theſe miniſters, being eaſy i in their cit- 
TY Yo... mſtances, 
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To PROTESTANT DisSENTERS. Gl 


cumſtances, took no care about their ſala- 
ries, and were ſo far from making a gain 
of godlineſs, or even being ſupported. by 
the intereſt; that they contributed to its 
ſupport, by preaching; in places, in which 
the ſalary kept dwindling, till, after they 
died, a miniſter could not be ſupported. 
| Many places have been intirely hut up! in this 
manner. 
So well Known are the ſtraits to which 
' miniſters and their families have often been 
reduced, hat few. are now. educated with a 
view to it, except young perſons, . who 
have a turn for learaing, and whoſe parents 
are. unable to make any other proviſion for 
them. Even perſons educated in this man- 
her are fewer every year; for it is a low way 
of life indeed, that will not produce more 
money, which is the thing that the generality 
of 5 chiefly conſider; ſo that it is now | 
no eaſy matter to find young perſons to edu- 
cate for the miniſtry, though it coſt the 
Pagel g little or nothing. 
tf hat, then, 1s. likely a ho ths 3 
ne ol this deficiency of minſters liber- 
ally. educated. among the diſſenters? The 
intereſt ; muſt, grow leſs reſpectable, lay 
. Preachers, and. perſons of an enthuaſtic turn 
of mind, and ſuperficially inſtructed, will 
0112˙5 N 
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grow more numerous, or vacancies ame 


us muſt be ſupplied from Scotland; and 


bow they are fupplied from this quarter, 


let the ſtate of the diſſenting intereſt in the 
north of England teſtify. What religious 
principles are they, that we enn expect to 
1 1 brought among us by men who have 
ſubſcribed the Scotch confeſſion of faith, and 


the Aſſembly's catechiſm? Belides that, in 


general, only the very refuſe of the country, 
and ſuch as can get no preferment at home, 


can be expected to migrate into England. 


When I ſay this I leave room to fuppoſe, 
and I know there are, many exceptions.” 


The only method. by which theſe evils 


can be remedied, is to make the diſſenting 
miniſtry! an object worth the attention of 


perſons of a liberal education, and this is 


only in the power of gentlemen of fortune 


to do. Exert yourfelves, my brethren, for 


this purpoſe. Revive the zeal of your an- 
eeſtors, and diſpoſe of your Aer duo 
wealth in this * old cauſe. Be have to- 
wards your miniſters, not with a fuperftiti- 
ous reverence, but with that reſpect which 
à regard to virtue, tearning;, and religion | 


ought to enforce. Treat them with gene- 


roſity, und exact no ſervile compliarices 
from _— bur confider them as your ſu- 


periors 
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To ProTESTANT DISSENTERS. 63 
periors with reſpe& to office, whatever 
your rank in life may be, your equals as 
men and gentlemen, and your inferiors in 
nothing but what will always make fools and 
knaves ſuperior to men of ſenſe and virtue. 
There are many congregations of diſſenters, 
which fully anſwer this deſcription, nay 
which -exceed whatever can be granny 
| key mon of them. 


8 E C T I 0 N v. 
Advice to Miniſters. 1 


TITH the ſame freedom with which 
I have treated the laity among us, 
* — 7 ſubjoin a word of advice to the : 
miniſters. Propriety of conduct on your 
part will go a great way towards replacing 
your order in that reſpectable ſituation, in 
which I moſt heartily wiſh to -ſce it. Im- 
bibe the ſpirit of your religion, and of your 
office. Without adopting all the auſterity 
of your predeceſſors, whoſe minds were 
made more ſevere by the hardſhips they had 
ſuffered, refrain from giving into the levi- 
ties of the age in which we live. Let it be 
manifeſt that you are no lovers of what is | 
called pleaſure, or given to 'dilſipation 3 _ q 
I that 1175 are no ſlaves to your apperite, Kean 4 
ave i 
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have. nothing of conceit, or vanity, Withe 
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—_ that we are prone to run into extremes; fe. 
b that, having once called in queſtion the 
principles of our anceſtors, we are too apt 
to think them to have been abſurd and wrong 
A in every thing. Indeed a great deal of their 
= external ſtrictneſs was certainly ſuperſtitious, 
and ſame. of the good cuſtoms they kept up 
were, with. reſpect to them; built on falſe 
principles. Theſe, therefore, being thrown 
down, whatever reſted upon them, how 
good ſoever in itſelf, falls with them. 
But, being. aware of this, let us, my 
vel Ten hehren. 
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To ProTESTAanT DisszxTERS. 65 
brethren, be upon our guard againſt the 
licentiouſneſs of reformation. Let us not 
be precipitate, but endeavour to ſeparate 
the wheat from the cha; and, before we 
abſolutely reject any thing, let us conſider 
Whether other, and better reaſons may not 

be given for it, than thoſe by which it has 
been enf rced upon us. Having diſcarded 
every thing of ſuperſtition, and what is falſe 


and uſeleſs in religion, let us be the more 


zealous in the obſervance of what appears 


upon examination, o be en and uie- 
ful. ie 1111 1. 
ſt: cavne; whelp thinking that, in this 425 


the apoſtle*'s:example, to become all things to 
all men; and his advice about the conduct 
of thoſe who are ſtrong towards thoſe who 


are weakz-ſhould engage us to a conformi- 


ty, at] leaſt for a time, in every thing that 
is innocent, to the prejudices of others. 
This we-ſhall' certainly do, if we mean to 
give to others a favourable opinion of our- 


ſelves, and of our principles; if we have 


any thoughts of winning upon them, and 
do not iitend to exaſperate them againſt us, 

sand to induce them, from the mere ſpirir 
of oppoſition, to perſiſt in obſtinately bold. 


N their errors and prejudices. 


0 not fail to inculcate theſe confidera 
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tions upon the /aity, whoſe ſituation and 
circumſtances lay them under leſs reſtraint 
than yourſelves; and whoſe freedom from 
the prejudices of their anceſtors is, in many 

_ Caſes, by no means to be placed to the ac- 
count of a love of truth, or can be called 
_ the reſult of mature and ſcrious examination. 
Many of them laugh at the ſtrict obſervance 


of the Lord's day, and regularity in the times 
of public and private devotion, as ſuper/ti- 
tion, and not neceſſariſy connected with 


moral conduct. They ſneer at the doc- 


trines of a trinity in unity, original ſin, pre- 


| deſtination, and atonement, &c. becauſe, 
at firſt view, they are myſt-rious and unin- 
telligible; but from the ſame. ſuperficial 
rurn of mind, they neglect the Lord's ſup- 


per, diſcard family prayer, never catechize 
their childten, and are apt to neglect devo- 


tion in all its forms. Becauſe they think 


they nred not erti/ pate, they will not ſo 
much as reſtrain their appetites; and dread- 
ing the imputation of preciſeneſs and rigour, 


they abandon themſelves 10 abſohate licen- 


tiouſneſs; ſo that having nothing about 
them whereby they can be diltinguiſhed as 
chriftians, they reſemble, in all teſpects, 
the mere men of this world, die; of 
_ even thoſe whoſe God is their belly,' and 
enen! whole 
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whoſe glory is their ſhame, who mind cart bly . 
things only. 

Too many of theſe modern freethinkers 
having indulged themſelves, without re- 
ſerve, in laughing at every thing they can- 
not comprehend, take it into their h-ads to 
de offended at the Jewiſh religion. They 
make no ſcruple to ridicule the divine miſ- 
ſion and miracles of Moſes; and after this 
it will not be wondered at, that they often 
reject the chriſtian revelation alſo. To 
trace this fatal unthinking progreſs a little 
farther: ſtill they will pretend to expect a 
future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, 
from the principles of the light of nature; 
but when once they have advanced thus far 
in infidelity, they are generally ſoon con- 
tent to rank themſelves with the beaſts that 
periſh; that is, they are, in fact, at leaſt 
to all practical purpolcs, Atheiſts. And 
though, they may themſelves, through'the | 
influence of good principles, and early ha- 
bits, continue to live ſober and reſpectable 
lives; their poſterity, not having the ſame 
ad vantage; but, on the contrary; being 
brought up in great ignorance with reſpect 

to religion; and frequently hearing "the 5 

great ſanctions of virtue treated with ridi- 

en * be n in many caſes, = 
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3 il i e en the bias of the prefent 
3 age) to be utterly profligate and abandon- 
1 ed. 

15 | 


"WM "When. Penne have; in this manner, 
1 thrown off all regard to religion, can it be 
__ {yppoſed: they will have any ſtrong attach- 
ment to the 4rſſenting intere/! 2: Some of them 
may continue to rank among us, from a re- 
gard to the principles of liberty, and other 
political conſiderations; but when religion 
bl i makes no part of the tio, it may be expect 
* ed, in general, that the laity- will be go- 
1 _ yerned,, by their own ſecular intereſt; and 
1 if, through the influence of the lame cauſes, 
If | a--miniſter; have become an: unbeliever in 
1 the rel gion che profeiſſes to teach, I do not 
1 cde.eyhy he may not, wich equal oonſiſtency, 
—_ officiate in the church of England, the 
8 | church of ;Rome,:-or/amhong the Moham- 
= meclans, as among the diſfenter .. 
| Ihis, however; is too often the progreſs 
Ls of, inſidelity with the:thoughtleſs and) half 
_ thinking Jaity; and to keep them in a pro- 
per medium, muſt be owned to be of great 
importance, and al matter of great difficul- 
ty. B know of nothing that is ſp lik ely to 
be effectual for this purpoſey:as che pducleut 
conduct, and true moderatien of miniſters. 
175 it {appears by the. whole of your: beha- | 
Wnt viaur, 


SOILS ey us deer 
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viour, that you are ſerious chriſtians, and 
not aſhamed of any practices which are of 
real uſe to forma chriſtian and devout tem- 
per. Let it be ſeen, that the doctrines of 
chriſtainity have a real and happy effett 
upon your hearts and lives, and that, by 
virtue of a practical faith in its great princi- 
ples you are poſſeſſed of an uniform chear- 
tulneſs of mind, are enabled to live in a firm 
confidence in Bene providence, under all 
the events of life, and prepared to die 
with compoſure and good hope. 
Carefully avoid inſulting or ridiculing 
thoſe who differ from you in opinion, eſ- 
pecially thoſe who retain the principles you 
yourſelves once held. This ſhows as much 
bigotry and want of real candour as their 
cenſoriouſneſs, and readineſs to paſs 1 ? 
tence of damnation upon you. Nay, 1 
may be ſaid, in excuſe for their zeal in 
condemning your opinions, that they con- 
ſider them as, inconſiſtent with ſalvation; 
whereas you do not pretend that their opi- 
nions are ſo dangerous to them. There 
may, therefore, be che ſincereſt friendſhip | 
in their anger, but there! is wanton crueley 
in your laughter. 
Let it appear that the principal object of 

Jour attention is the proper duty of your 


* ſſion, 
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profeſſion, and let no taſte you may have 


for any of the polite arts, as muſic, paint- 


ing, or poetry, nor a capacity for improve- 
ments in ſcience, engage you to make them 


more than an amuſement to you, or, at the 


moſt, any more than an object of ſecondary 
conſideration. - Let not even the ſtudy of 


— ſpeculative theology prevent your applying 


yourſelf chiefly to the advancement of vir- 


tue among your hearers, Let your conduct 


demonſtrate, that you conſider one foul re- 
claimed from vicious habits, or even one 


_ perſon's mind confirmed in any good re- 


Flution, as a greater acquiſition to you, 


khan the detection of any ſpeculative error, 


the illuſtration of any know ys or r the 


_ diſcovery of any new ones. 


With reſpect to your general manner of 


behaviour, let not a ſenſe of your inferiority 


to your hearers, in point of fortune, lead 


you into any mean and ſervile compliances 
with their foibles and opinions; nor, on 
the other hand, let a ſenſe of the dignity 
of your office, or your advantage in point 


of ſenſe and learning, betray you into pride, 
arrogance, and an overbearing deciſive 


manner in converſation, which cannot fail 
to give offence. Study human nature and 
mankin7, but with no orher view than to 


do 
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do them good. Endeavour to be chear- 
ful, polite (as far as that term conveys the 
idea of a reaſonable deſire to pleaſe) and free 


from affectation. Take no pains to con- 
ceal any natural peculiarity of manner, 
that is innocent in itſelf, and not offenſive 
to others; for, above all things, /implicity 
of charafter, and the greateſt freedom from 
 artifice and diſguiſe, becomes the teachers 


of the religion of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Let it appear that, in conſequence of be- 


ing much converſant with ſubjects ſuited to 
your profeſſion, you have acquired a ſuperi- 


ority of mind to this world, and all the 


things of it; that you are chiefly ſolicitous 


about the faithful and impartial diſcharge of 


your duty (which is to inculcate upon others 
the ſame chriſtian temper and conduct, of 


which you exhibit an example in yourſelves) : 
and let it appear, that this conſciouſneſs of 


doing your duty, gives you a practical and 
| habitual reliance on the providence of God, 


for the ſupply of your wants, and che cate 
of your families after you are dead. 


If, however, you have a fair opportu- 
nity of making proviſion for futurity, by 


no means neglect to do it; and I ſincerely 
wiſh that every ſtudent for the chriſtian 
miniltry * the diſſenters would, in the 


| courſe 
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courſe of his education, give attention ta 
thoſe: branches: of knowledge, : by which he 
might be of uſe to ſociety, independent of 
his profeſſion as à miniſter. This would 
prove a reſource to him in a day of adverſi- 
ty, and, in the mean time would make 
him be regarded by his people with more of 
that reſpect, which is always. paid to per- 
ſons that are independent of them 
it was not my purpoſe to deſ.end to 
particular adviſes, but there are two ſub- 
jects, on which I think I aught not to 


omit this opportunity of addreſſing you. 


The firſt, and the moſt important is, that 
you take proper meaſures to promote re- 
ligious knowledge among your hearers, by 
no means neglecting to-ground them well 
in the true principles of our diſſent. It is 
notorious, that along with the ſpirit of con- 
troverſy the. love of. ruth has, in too great 
a meaſure, left us; and that many of our 
youth, particularly in genteel and opulent 
families, are brought up in great igno: 


en, 
Family prayer, 950 conſequendy che re- 


gie reading of the ſcriptures, being laid 
aſide, the younger branches of the family 


have a very imperfect acquaintance with the 


contents of the ſacred books; and it is to be 
fe: red 
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feared that their poſterity, being of courſe ſtill 
more ignorant, will know little or nothing of 
the difference between one mode of chriſtia-, 
nity and another, or concerning chriſtianity 
itſelf; and that a very trifling circumſtance 
may convert the nominal diſſenter into a 
nominal churchman, and the nominal chriſ- 
tian into an unbeliever, and of the moſt 
profligate kind. Whereas, if men àctual- 
ly read, and Audy their bible, and con- 
ſequenily underſtand their religion, there 
muſt be ſome uncommon fatality in their 
_ circumſtances, if they diſbelieve it, or be- 
come indifferent to it; and if a man really 
knows the ground of our rational diſſent 
from the church of England, I will ven- 
ture to fay, that, if he has been educated 
in it, he muſt bid adieu to virtue, and the 
prime of virtues, integrity, before he can de- 
ſert the diſſenting intereſt. 
| The ſecond ſubject of my advice reſpedts 
your manner of preaching, or the delivery. 
of your ſermons. It appears to me that 
there are two extremes in this caſe, and that 
both of them are too prevalent among us. 
Some miniſters, whoſe diſcourſes are ex- 
cellent, deliver them with a ſhameful care 
leſſneſs and unconcern, with no force or 
= energy, ſuited to their importance. This 
E manner 
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P 
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manner of preaching can never engage a 
ſuitable attention. The diſcourſes of the 


ſame perſons are alſo, generally, too refined 


for the common people. Such preaching 
therefore, can neither be underſtood, nor felt, 
by. the hearers. How then can it profit 
them? For the ſame reaſon, it cannot pleaſe. 
And how can a man expect to be well attend- 


ed, who communicates neither profit nor 
„ 5 
On the other hand, ſome of our miniſ- 


ters ſeem to ſtudy nothing but the art of 
harranguing the populace. Not content 


with ſpeaking with that e arneſtneſs and dig- 
nity which becomes the importance of the 


things they have to deliver, their principal 
object is merely to excite a temporary emotion; 

if they be not ſeeking their own praiſe, and 
JJ; 


With theſe views it becomes a maxim 


with them that every diſcourſe muſt be 


ſtriking, or affecting; | which neceſſarily 
begets a falſe taſte in eloquence, and gives 
them a habit of flouriſhing, or bawling, upon 


the moſt indifferent ſubjects; till at length, 
 Inſenſible of the change in themſelves, they 


come never to ſpeak from juſt and real feel- 
ings; but their whole ſervice is a piece of 
artifice, viſible to every man of ſenſe, and 
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who i is acquainted with human nature, and 
pleaſing to none but thoſe who are dupes to 
the groſſeſt illuſions; who are charmed 
with every noiſe, and agitated with every 
motion of the limbs, or contortion of the 
features. 

Io guard againſt both theſe extremes, 
was, one would think, the eaſieſt thing in 
the world; but in fact, it is by no means 
- fo, The foundation, however, of a good 
and juſt delivery is to be truly ſerious, to. 
underſtand and feel every thing a man ſays, 
and to expreſs himſelf in the moſt natural 
manner. The former of theſe belongs to. 
-- he virtues of the heart, but the latter muſt 
be acquired by the uſe of proper means; 
more eſpecially great pains muſt be taken 
to form the voice for ſpeaking to a large 
company. Otherwiſe, a perſon who has 7 
been uſed to ſpeak only to a few people, 
1na room of an ordinary ſize, will have no 
idea of making himſelf heard by a large au- 
dience, without loſing his natural empha- 
ſis, cadence, and tone of voice. He, is 
therefore, fare to contract ſome aukward. 
and abſurd habit, even though he be ever 
ſo ſerious and in earneſt, and conſequently 

Have no affectation. 
T be art of public ſpeaking, therefore, 
EZ . mh 
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muſt. be ſtudied, and the inttrudions of a 
maſter, m muah be accompanied with frequent 
exerciſe. | ut when this is done, and when 
practice has made it habitual, a juſt temper 
97 mind is all that is requiſite to form tbe 
moſt perfect ſpeaker; by which I mean 
not one whoſe talents will ſtrike the bulk 
of mankind, or gain him the moſt noiſ 
applauſe, but whole manner will command 
the attention of thoſe who. are . to 
| think. . 
| If a man have not reputation in view, 
1 if be aim at nothing beſides making con- 
3Y verts to truth and virtue, and wi Il content 
| himſelf with endeavouring ſimply to. con- 
vey his own. juſt, and ſometimes. warm con- 
ceptions to athers, he will ſpeak. ſo as to in- 
form, or animate, them as occaſion will re- 
quire. He will make them think of, un- 
derſtand, and act upon, what he fays. And 
the reputation. he 7ndire#ly acquires, though 
it will be leſs than that of many who leſs de- 
ſerve it, will be ſufficient; and if he be a 


good man, and a, 0 chriſtian, it FO 
content him. W 
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SECTION. Yb 


#he cauſes of i it. 


I T. is poſlible that ſome of thoſe who are 


8 rational diſſenters may be diſcou- 


? 


of the low ſtate of the dentin inteeh, an? 


raged by the ſmallneſs of the party, and the 


ſeemingly declining ſtate of the intereſt. 
But this is an. objection that will hardly bear 
to be avowed, and can only have weight 


with weak minds. , The cauſe of truth and 


liberty can never ceaſe to be reſpectable, 
whether its advocates. be few or many. Ra- 


2 ther, if the cauſe be juſt and honourable, 


the ſmaller is the party that ſupport it, the 


25 there are to ſhare: that honour with 
It can never be matter of praiſe to any 


wan to join a multitude, but to be fingular 


in a good thing is the greateſt praiſe. It 
ſhows a power of diſcernment, and forti- 
tude of mind, not to be overborne by. thoſe 


unworthy. motives, which are always on the 
ſide of the majority, whether their cauſe be 


good or bad. 


That .there are "Th diſſenters of very 
large fortunes, eſpecially in the country, 

is very true; but it may be accounted 
for, in a manner that is far from reflecting 


„ E g-- any 
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muſt be ftudied, and: the inſtructions of a 
maſter, mult be accompanied. with frequent 
exerciſe, But when this is g. and when 
practice has made it habitual, a a juſt temper 


97 mind is all that is requiſite. to form tbe 


moſt perfect ſpeaker; by which I mean 
not one .. whoſe talents-will ſtrike the bulk 


of mankind, . or gain him the, moſt noiſ 


applauſe, but whole manner will comman 


the attention of thoſe who. are dilpoled to 


think. 


If a man have not reputation in view, 
if he aim at nothing beſides making con- 
verts to truth and virtue, and will content 


himſelf with endeavouring ſimply to con- 


vey his own. juft, and ſometimes warm con- 
ceptions to athers, he will ſpeak ſo as to in- 
form, or animate, them as occaſion will re- 


quire. He will make them think of, un- 


derſtand, and act upon, what he ſays. And 
che t eputation he indire#ly acquires, though 
it will b be leſs. than that of many who leſs de- 


ſerve it, will be ſufficient; and if he be a 


good man, and a, 890d PAN... it n 
content him. 
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Of the low ſtate of the difenting intereſt, an 


the cauſes of 1 it. 


I T is poſſible. that ſome of thoſe who are 
called rational diſſenters may be diſcou- 
raged by the ſmalineſs of the party, and the 
ſeemingly declining ſtate of the intereſt. 
But this is an objeEtion that will hardly bear 
to be avowed, and can only have weight 
with weak minds. The cauſe of truth and 
liberty can never ceaſe to be reſpectable, 


? 


whether its ad vocates be few or many. Ra- 


2 there are to ſhare: that Honor! with 


us. It can never be matter of praiſe to any 
wen to join a multitude, but to be ſingular 


in a good thing is the greateſt praiſe. It 
ſhows a power of diſcernment, and forti- 
tude of mind, not to be overborne by. thoſe 


unworthy. motives, which are always on the 
ide of the majority, whether their cauſe be- 


good or bad... 


| That chere are few diſſenters of very 
large fortunes, eſpecially in the country, 

is very true; but it may be accounted 
for, in a manner. that is far from reflecting 


. E 3 — | 


ther, if the cauſe be juſt and honourable, 
the ſmaller is the party that ſupport it, the 
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any diſhonour on the intereſt. Many diſ- 
ſenter have been born to great fortunes, 
and many others have themſelves acquired 
large fortunes by trade; but when this has 
been the caſe, as the poſſeſſion of wealth na- 
turally tends to make men more worldly 
minded, and expoſe them more to the in- 
Huence of worldly views; and as men na- 


turally aſpire to rank with their ſuperiors, 
rather than their inferiors in fortune, they 


have not been able to find proper perſons 
to aſſociate with, except in the eſtabliſhed 


church; and the conſequence of ſuch con- 


nexions is evident. Many perſons, alſo, 
have left the diſſenters after marrying into 


families that go to church. But theſe are 


motives intirely foreign to the merits of the 


cauſe, and therefore will never have the 


leaſt influence with men of reaſon and reli-' 


ed who will gravely ſay, they left the diſ- 
ſenting intereſt, and went to the eſtabliſhed: 


church, from real convifion: of mind, and 


after a mature conſideration 3 and if even 
their new acquaintance believe them, this; 
objection ſhall be conſidered again. 

It will be faid- the diſſenting miniſters, 
and eſpecially thoſe who are called free in 


church 


their ſentiments, frequently conform to the 


"= 
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church of England. It is acknowledged 


but, at the ſame time, it is apprehended 
that when the members of the eſtabliſh- 


ment conſider all the circumſtances attend- 
ing theſe con verſions, they will ſee little to 
boaſt of in the acquiſition. It is well known 
that many of them have been men of pro- 
fligate lives, or deſpicable characters, Who 
were diſmiſſed with ignominy from the 
ſervice of the diſſenters; others, there is 
reaſon enough to ſuppoſe, found nothing 
among the diſſenters ſuited to their ambitious 


views. It may perhaps be true, that ſome could 


not get a decent maintenance by their labours. 


However the claſs of diſſenters to which they 


acknowledged to have belonged (viz, thoſe 
who, in their ſentiments, differ the moſt 
from the principles of the church of Eng- 
land) is a ſufficient indication of what kind 


muſt have been the motives of their con- 


formity. For, as it can never be pre- 


tended, that they have changed their ſenti- 
ments concerning thoſe articles, which the 


rational part of the diſſenters object to the 


moſt in the church of England, the mo- 
tives could not be ſerious conviction; ſo that 


their ſubſcription to articles which they do 


not believe, but which they continue to 
preach againſt, and even to laugh at, muſt 
| os #© 
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either have been a ſubſcription to them as 
articles of peace, or as far as they are 


agreeable to the (ſcriptures, or with ſome. 
other of thoſe miſerable equivocations, the 
futility of which has been ſo clearly expoſed | 


by the author of the Confeſſional, 
If, however, any diſſenting miniſter has 


really, from full conviction of mind, ex 


-gnimo, ſubſcribed his aſſent and conſent t9 


all, and every of the thirty nine articles of the 
church of England, and alſo to all and every 

thing elſe that a clergyman i is required to 
*fubſcribe (the poſſibility of which I do not 
'abſolutely deny) I think the loſs is by no 
means to be regretted. Let the bigots 

*to the church ſet a high value upon him. 
He is rara avis'in terris, nigroque f A millima 


On. 
Perſons who are deſcended from mem- 


bers of the church of England, who are 
educated by clergymen, who are introduc- 


ed into the miniſtry at an Engliſh univerſi- 


; ty, Where theology, if I be rightly informed, 

WO ts no part of their ſtudy, and where it 
3s the flo to ſubſcribe at a time of life, 

when! it cannot be ſuppoſed they have reflect- 


ed on the nature of the action; who ſee 


that they do no more than all their friends 


and — do, and continue to b | 
with- 
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without the leaſt ſeruple; and who, perhaps, 
never heard any objection made to it, are to 
be conſidered in a very different light from 
diſſenting miniſters, who generally ſtudy 
theological ſubjects with great care; who 
alſo, in conſequence of hearing the buſineſs 
of ſubſcription frequently diſcuſſed, cannot 
but have reflected on the nature of ſolemnly 
ſubſcribing to what they do not believe, 
and of repeatidg, in acts of divine worſhip, 
what their conlciences diſclaim. Every 
allowance may reaſonably be made for the 
former; but, I own, that I can make no 
apology for the latter, except ſuch an apo- 
logy as may be made for ſacrificing, in any 
other caſe, the ſacred rights of conſcience 
to ſome other conſideration. 

J cannot help conſidering the clergy of 
the church of Scotland as more criminal ih 
the article of ſubſcription than the clergy 
of the church of England; becauſe the 
courſe of their ſtudies neceſſarily brings the 
ſubject more frequently in their view. In- 
decd, with reſpe&t+to-all matters of theo- 
Jogy, the minds of the Scotch miniſters are 
certainly, of late years, much more enlight- 
ened, and yet their practice is not more re- 
formed. Numbers of the young minilters 
avow their diſbelief of the Scotch conftſſion 
of. Faith, &c. they ſee the bulineſs of ſub- 
1 cription 
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either have been a ſubſcription to them as 


articles of peace, ot as far as they are 
agreeable to the (ſcriptures, or with ſome 


other of thoſe miſerable a hb ne the 


' futility of which has been ſo clearly expoſed 
b by the author of the Confeſſional. 
If, however, any diſſenting miniſter has 


really, from full conviction of mind, ex 
aAnimo, ſubſcribed his aſſent and conſent 10 


all, and every of the thirty nine articles of the 


13 5 church of England, and alſo to all and every 


thing elſe that a clergyman i is required to 


*fubſcribe (the poſſibility of which I do not 


'abſolutely deny) I think the loſs is by no 
means to be regretted. Let the bigots 


io the church ſet a high value upon him. 


He is rara avis in terris, nigroque ſimillima 


O80. 
'Perſons who are deſcended from mem- 


bers of the church of England, who are 


educated by clergymen, ' who are introduc- 


ed jato the miniſtry at an Engliſh univerſi- 


iy, 1 Where theology, if I be rightly informed, 
makes no part of their ſtudy, and where it 


js 15 fon to ſubſcribe at a time of life, 
When! it cannot be ſuppoſed they have reflect- 
ed on the nature of the action; who ſee 


that they do no more than all their friends 


* acquaintance do, and continue to 9 
with- 
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without the leaſt ſcruple; and who, perhaps, 
never heard any objection made to it, are to 


be conſidered in a very different light from 
diſſenting miniſters, who generally ſtudy 
theological ſubjects with great care; who 


alſo, in conſequence of hearing the buſineſs 


of ſubſcription frequently diſcuffed, cannot 


but have reflected on the nature of folemnly 


ſubſcribing to what they do not believe, 


and of repeating, in acts of divine worſhip, 


hat their conlciences diſclaim. Every 
allowance may reaſonably be made for the 


former; but, I own, that I can make no 


_ apology for the latter, except ſuch an apo- 


logy as may be made for ſacrificing, in any 


other caſe, the ſacred rights of conſcience | 
to ſome other conſideration. 


I cannot help conſidering the cletity of 


15 pete church of Scotland as more criminal in 
the article of ſubſcription than the clergy 


of the church of England; becauſe the 
courſe of their ſtudies neceſſarily brings the 


ſubject more frequently in their view. In- 


decd, with reſpect to all matters of theo- 


Jogy, the minds of the Scotch miniſters are 
certainly, of late years, much more enlight- 
ened, and yet their practice is not more re- 
formed. Numbers of the young miniſters 


avow their diſbelief of the Scotch conftſſion 


of faith, '&c. they ſee the buſineſs of ſub- 
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ſcription to it in its juſt and allo . 
they cannot help feeling, or forbear com- 
plaining of the impoſition; and yet I can- 
not ſay that I have heard of many of theſe 
Zold freethinkers. refuſing to ſubſcribe; and 
for 1o paltry an advantage as a Scotch liv- 
ng. I call it paltry when I conſider the 
price that is paid for it. As a ſalary for a 
' miniſter, I think it ſufficient, and reſpect- 
able. But certainly it argues a baſer ſoul 
in a man, to ſacrifice his conſcience for a 
ſmall than for a great conſideration. - 
Upon the whole, when the reaſons of the 
| ſmall number of diſſenters are ſuch as have 
been repreſented, this ſmallneſs of their num- 
ber is far from being a matter of reflection 
upon them, or what they need to be aſham- 
ed of. Beſides, there are many important 
ends which the exiſtence of the diſſenting 

intereſt anſwers, even with reſpect to the 
eſtabliſhed church itſelf, which make it well 
worth ſupporting. It neceſſarily operates 
as a check upon the clergy, and prevents 
them from. ſinking into that indolence, 
luxury, ignorance, and arrogance, to 
which, as men, with little or no controul, 
they would otherwiſe be more ſubject; and 
their literary pride muſt be kept within 
bounds by ſeeing, among the diſſenters, 
men equal to chemſelves! in genius, appli- 
cation 
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cation to ſtudy, and an acquaintance with 
all branches of uſeful ſcience. 

This circumſtance cannot fail alſo to 
' rouſe a laudable emulation, which will be 
of unſpeakable advantage to the intereſts 
both of polite literature, and of real know- 
ledge of all kinds. And without a diſſent- 
ing intereſt of ſome kind, there would 


hardly be a poſſibility of any reformation in 


the * an event which the wiſeſt and 
beſt among the clergy earneſtly wiſh for, 
and are labouring to bring about. Light 
always breaks out by degrees, and is only 
from ſeeing a variery of experiments, as they 
may be called, of reformation, that the 
nation in general can be able to judge what 
are real improvements, and ſelect ſuch a as 
will beſt ſuit themſelves. 
If, therefore, there be any, who are 
friends of the church of England, on any 
other account than the proſpect of provid- 
ing for ſome of their relations and depen- 
dents by its emoluments, they cannot ſhew 
a truer regard to it, than by favouring the 
diſſenting intereſt; becauſe, whatever is 
decent and reſpectable i in the church is, in 
ſome meaſure, owing to the diſſenters. 
So long as the diſſenting intereſt is a nurſe- 
ry for men of liberal and enlarged minds, 
Oy . who 
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who make it their ſtudy / to reſtore chriſ- 
, Tianity to its primitive ſimplicity (and 
many ſuch it can boaſt at preſent) ſo long 
as it is the cauſe of civil and religious li- 


berty (which it can never ceaſe to be) and 
TN. ge 8 it is a check upon the diſorders 
into which the eſtabliſhed clergy would 
_ Otherwiſe ſink (which, alſo, it can never 
: ceaſe to be) it muſt appear a truly reſpec- 
lable intereſt, in the eyes of all men who 
ure capable of entertaining juſt and gene- 
rous views of things, though it be ever ſo 

 inconfiderable with reſpe& to numbers. 


As to the number of diſſenters in Eng- 


land, it muſt be conſidered, that, notwith= 

ſtanding the ſeeming declenſion of what 

we call the rational part of the diſſenters, 
there is, perhaps, rather an increaſe than a 
decreaſe upon the whole. Thoſe who are 
called - Independents, retain all the zeal of 
the old puritans; and though ſeveral cf 
their ſocieties are become what we call 
more free in their ſentiments, they receive 
daily recruits: from the Methodiſts; and 
many very numerous ſocieties of Indepen- 
dents have been formed intirely our of 
that body. Even theſe new made diſſen- 


ters will, by degrees, neceſſarily come to 


think freely, a and ſupply the places of thoſe 


S ER rational, 
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rational, but luke-warm diſſenters, Who 
are daily abſorbed either in the church or 


in zrreligion; and thus may the circulation, 
at leaſt, be kept u 


I cannot help conſidering the Mztbodiſls 


as raiſed up by divine providence, at a moſt 
ſeaſonable juncture, as a barrier againſt 


the encfoachments of eccleſiaſtical tyranny, 
in the declenſion of the old diſſenting in- 


tereſt, For whatever be the real views of 
their leaders, one great point, in favour of 


the diſſenting: intereſt, is gained with all 


the Methodiſts; which is, that though 


they communicate with the church of Eng- 


land, they are no longer attached to the 
| hierarchy as ſuch. That blind and bi- 


goted attachment, which is the great hold 


that the clergy have on the minds of the 
common pe ple, is broken, the moment 
they can chuſe to worſhip God without 
the walls of the pariſh church, and with- 


out the ule of the common prayer-book. 
Their minds are, from that time, at li- 
berty to conſider the expediency of differ- 


ent forms of worſhip, and to adopt that 
to which their judgment ſhall give the pre- 


ference; and as public ales is univer- 
ſally conducted among them, in the ſame 


manner as among che diſſenters, they are 
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already i in the way to us, from the eſta⸗ 


bliſhed church. When ſuch a ſpirit of re- 
formation is raiſed, it will not be in the 


power of thoſe who have the moſt influ- 
ence among them to ſay, Hitherto ſpall it 
£0 and no 1 8 It is not impfobable, 


that a preat revolution may take place in 


their affairs, when the heads of two or 
5 three of their preſent leaders ſhall be laid 
in the grave... 


SECTION VII, 


g Of the divided ate of the diſſenting intereſt, 


I A M aware of another circumſtance, | 


which may make the diſſenting intereſt 


appear deſpicable in the eyes of ſome; 
and I ſhall not conceal, but confider, and 
reply to the objection that ariſes from it. 
We ere ſplit into ſuch a number of ſeFs 

and parties (ſome of which diſcover a 
mean, contracted, and illiberal ſpirit, treat- 
Ing their antagoniſts with hatred and ab- 
. horrence, while others treat theirs with a 
ſupercilious contempt) that ſome perſons 
may be aſhamed T 

do with us. The charge is, in a great 

meaſure, true; but this divided ſtate of 


having any thing to 


the 
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the diſſenting intereſt is inſeparable from 


che freedom we all profeſs and enjoy, and, 
conſequently, from the great good that 


evidently ariſes from the Exerciſe of that i 


freedom. 


__; Beſides, 1 it is wrong to conſider the dif- 
ſenters as one body. They have nothing 
_ neceſſarily in common, but their claim to 


worſhip God according to the dictates 


of their own conſciences; thoſe conſci- 


. ences, being the conſciences of different 


men, dictate very different things; aud 
no perſon is reſponſible for more than his 
oven ſentiments and conduct. I cannot 
but ſay, however, that I heartily wiſh all 
the ſects of diſſenters would conſider, that, 
in conſequence of their agreement in this 


one circumſtance, concerning their na- 


tural right to, worſhip God according to 


the dictates of their own conſciences, they 
have great intereſts in common; and, that 
they would, for this reaſon, entertain leſs 
animoſity againſt one another, on account 
of the things in which they differ. 


Though ir happen, that in the town in 


which you live, there be no ſociety of diſ- 
ſenters that you can intirely approve of, 


it can hardly happen, but that there will 


+ be ſome, which if you conſider ſeriouſly, 
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you may more onfeitniioulty” join with, 
than with the church of England. If we 
take in every thing relating to doctrine, diſ- 
-ciplitie, and method of worſhip, I think 
there is ne ſect or denomination amo 
us, that is not nEarer to the ſtandard of the 
- goſpel than the eſtabliſhed church ; ſo that, 
even in thoſe circumſtances, you will be a 
diſſenter, if reaſon, and not paſſion, or pre- 
Juqdice, be your guide. | 
If when you reſide for any (the in the 
country, you chuſe to go to church rather 
than to the diſſenting meeting houſe, be- 
cauſe the diſſenters happen to make no 
great figure in the place; if you feel any 
thing like ſhame, upon ſeeing the external 
* meanneſs of the intereſt, and ſecretly wiſh 
to have your connexions with it concealed ; 
conclude, that the /pirit of tbis world has 
got too much hold of you, and that relig i- 
; ous Motives have loſt their influence. 
If this be your general practice (and 1 
- with I could fay it was nat ſo, with many 
of the more opulent among us) you are 
hut half a diſſenter; and a few more worldly 
conſiderations would throw you intirely 
jnto the church of England, or into any 
church upon earth. With this temper r-of 
0 mind you would, 1 in Fer times, have 
A been 
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been aſhamed of chriſtianity itſelf, and. 
have joined the more faſhionable and 
pompous heathen worſhip. But conſider 
what our Lord ſays with a view to all ſuch 


circumſtances as thele, J/heſvever ſhall be 
aſhamed of me, and of my words, of him alſo 


ſhall the ſon of man be aſpamed, when he 


- cometh in the glory of his father, with his bo 
angels. 


General, alas! and farat | is the influence 
of faſhion in what it ought to have the 


leaſt concern with, matters of religion, 


Members of the reforthed churches on the 


continent, who are generally preſbyterians, 


ſeldom ſcruple to join the epiſcopal 
church of England, evidently for no other 
reaſon, than becauſe it is the moſt illuſtri- 


ous of the proteſtant churches in the 
iſtand ; and becauſe, in this connexion, 
they are more in the way of being taken 


notice of by perſons of figure and diſtinc- 
tion, and thereby advancing themſelves 


in life. Rapin, the hiſtorian, acknow- 
ledged himſelf to be a preſbyterian, but at 
the ſame time avowed his conſtant commu- 


nion with the church of England when he 


reſided here. 


If you be an unitarian, BFY in other re- 
(perth, one of thoſe who are called the 


free · 
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free thinking party among the diſſenters; 
and if there be no diſſenting place of 


worſhip that you can conveniently attend, 


except one belonging to thoſe who are of | 
the rigid Independent party; and if you 
think that, in joining with them, you coun- 


tenance many antichriſtian errors; ſtill, ou 


| ſhould conſider that, in going to the elta 
bliſhed church, you not only « countenance 


the veiy ſame antichriſtian errors, but an 


anlichriſtian hierarchy alſo, and a number = 


of other abuſes, which can never ſubſiſt 


among any ſect of diſſenters whatever, 
And it appears to me, that every man is 
under an obligation to ſupport the public 
worſhip of God, in that manner which he 


moſt approves upon the whole, notwith- 


ſtanding it, may contain many things 


which he cannot approve; provided that 
it be ſo circumſtanced, that his attendance 


upon doth not imply his Janing in any 


thing that is ſinful, _ 
If you be of the other party of diſſen- - 


ters, I need ſay nothing to perſuade you to 
adhere to the intereſt, Though you are 


much nearer to the eſtabliſhed church than 


any other party of diſſenters, you juſtly 
_ conſider the points in wh:ch you do differ 
from it, to be of ſo much importance, 


that 
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that you will maintain the ſeparation in the 


loweſt ſtate poſſible, rather than give it uß 


intirely. 


Beſides, as you do not lay ſo much 
ſtreſs upon a learned minifiry, a number of 
you, ſo ſmall as not to be able to ſupport 


a regular miniſter, can meet together, and 
edify one another, after the manner of the 


ptimitive church; which I mention not 
with ridicule, but with real approbation, 


Chriſtianity may, ſurely, exiſt without the 
aid of human learning; and the notion of 


the validity of the adminiſtration of chriſ- 


tian ordinances, depending upon any par- 


ticular order of men, who muſt ſubſiſt 


wholly by the miniſtry, is, 1 think, ex” 
ploded by us all. 

I would ſeriouſly adviſe all perſons vhs 
have tamilies, and who cannot conſcienti- 
ouſly join in public worſhip with any chriſ- 
tian ſocieties in their neighbourhood, to 
ſer up the public worſhip of God in their 


own houſes, and to invite, or permit others 


to join them in it. In this moſt reaſonable 
practice, all unitarians may be aſſiſted by 
the Forms that I latcly publiſhed for Unita- 
rian Worſhip, or Mr. Lindſey's Liturgy. 
Commentaries on the Scriptures, and ex- 
ecllent — may eaſily be had; 


and 
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and ſurely they are not the leſs edifying 
for'being printed. 
| Diviſions among diſſenters cannot afford 
any better founda:ion for an objection to 
the diſſonting intereſt, than diviſions a- 
mong chriſtians in general afford for an 
objection to chriſtianity itſelf. Indeed 
this circumſtance cannot ſupply a juſt and 
reaſonable objection to any Nene of re- 
ligion; for there are ſects and ae in 
a them all. Pin . 
To conclude, 1 0 Bot ge that 1 
have concealed any thing relating to the 
diſſenting intereſt, that can afford any per- 
ſon a pretence for deferting i 1t; and recom- 
mending what 1 have faid i in reply to the 
various objections to it, and concerning 
the difficulties and diſcouragements at · 
tedding it, with what I have farther ad- 
vanced in favour of it, to your deliberate 
and candid attention, 
Is am Gentlemen,, 
Juͤour very humble Servant, 
| i} FC 
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1 CANNOT « Lonitide this ADDRESS 


without _ mentioning, a circumſtance, 


which may be thought to be trifling, bur 


which has an evident connexion ik 


things that are of conſiderableconſequence, 


and which did not immediately fall under 

any of the heads of the preceding ſections. 
Ir is the growing neglect of attendance on 
public worſhip, among thoſe who are called 
rational diſſenters. This is, at the ſame 


time, a cauſe, and an efe# of the prevail- 


ing indifference both to religion in general, 
and the diſſenting intereſt in particular. 


When a number of perſons conſider 


themſelves as having great intereſts in 


common, they will be fond of appearing 
in their common and public character; 


and, indeed, upon other occaſions, their 
common ſentiments, views, and expecta- 


tions will be the ſubject of their common 
converſation. 


It gives me concern to obferve; that not 


only religious, but almoſt all ſerious dif- | 


courſe, except on ſubjects of worldly poli- 


25 or buſineſs, 1 is, in a manner, baniſhed 
rom n polite Company's in ſo much that the 
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whole conduct of many perſons profefling 
chriſtianity, under the denomination of 


proteſtants, and rational aiſfenters, I am 
afraid, Tas won be obſerved with the utmoſt 


attention, for weeks and months together, 


without a poſſibility of diſcovering, from 
any circumſtance (except a few matters of 
mere form, which cuſtom has not yet abo- 
liſhed) whether they made profeſſion of 
any religion, or not. Certainly, then, he 


leaſt that can be concluded is, that it is not 
a matter of the firſt conſequence with 


them. 


Conſiderable allowance, however, muſt 


be made for the influence of modeſty, or 
rather of a falſe ſhame. Many perſons, 
I am willing to hope, ink of religion, are 
influenced by the motives of it, and con- 
ſcientiouſly practice its molt ſubſtantial du- 
ties, who are ſeldom heard to 7alk upon the 
ſubject. But a juſt zeal will break through 
2055 falſe ſhame, which, if it benotinjurious 
to a man's ſelf, is greatly ſo to others; who 
will neceſſarily conclude that he either be- 
lieves nothing of religion, or that he has 
very little value for it, when he does not diſ- 


cover it by his converſation; ſo that the in- 


' fluence of our example, in favour of religion 


is altogether ** up by chis conduct. 
The 
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The leaſt that you can do, my brethren, 
towards reviving a juſt zeal in matters of 
religion, is conſcientiouſly to attend public 


_ worſhip yourſelves, and to ſee that your 


children and ſervants do the ſame along 
with you; unleſs they give you reaſon to 
think that they object to your mode of wor- 


ſhip on a principle of conſcience. Admit, 
therefore, of noexcuſe, except real ſickneſs, 
and works of abſolute neceſſity, either for 


your own non-attendance, or for theirs. 


Jou juſtly diſtinguiſh between duties 
that are properly of a moral nature, and 
thoſe that are in themſelves indifferent, as 


the obſervance of days and times muſt be 


acknowledged to be. But, in conſequence 
of ſome perſons over-valuing poſitive in- 
ſtitutions, many of you oreatly undervalue 
them, to the injury of yourſelves and others. 
In things of acknowledged divine appoint- 


ment, and that are known to have been ap- 
pointed for the ſake of their ſubſerviency 


to moral purpoſes, as the inſtitution of a 


day of reſt, and of the Lord's ſupper, the 
difference between a regard to them, and to 


the morality to which they are ſubſervient 
So nearly are 
they of equal obligation, that the man 
whoſe rule of life is an impartial obedi- 
encæ 


is not ſo very great. 


Se * — 
— _— — 2 9 
—— — . — * 
LOS es — — — — N * = . 2 7 2 


ſides, 


96 A FREE Avprsss 


ence to the will of God, will not neglect 
the one, but for the ſake "of the other; and. 
the caſes in which a regard to moral virtue 
will really interfere with the obſervance of 


poſitive duties, are very few. 


Travelling on Sundays is now become ſo 


common, that if many perſons, who call 


themſelves chriſtians, and rational diſſen- 


ters, be taking a journey of a few days, it 
may with certainty be concluded, that the 

day of reſt will be one of them; and if it be 
confined to a ſingle day, and can poſſibly 
be s upon that, it is almoſt lure to 
be ſo. 


I am no advocate for the very om 


manner in which many of our anceſtors ob- 
| ſerved this day; but certainly, if we pay any 


regard to the original deſign of the inſtitu- 


tion, it ſhould be made, as far as poſſible, 
a day of reſt for all the creation of God. 
We 98 therefore conſcientiouſly to re- 


frain from doing buſineſs ourſelves, or 
ade, K our cattle labour on that day. Be- 

eas be any propriety in attending 
upon. public worſhip on the Lord's-day, it 


muſt be agreeable ta reaſon, that we ſpend 


the day * a manner conſiſtent with that 
uſe of it 3 and. therefore that we abſtain 


kran all duch exerciſes and diverſions as 


vans 
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would tend to defeat the purpoſe of religi- 


ous worſhip, by eraſing the effect of moral 


and religious inſtruction. 
But whether buſineſs, pleaſure, or mere 


indolence and indifference be the cauſe, the 


efef is manifeſt, and is growing every day 


more alarming. Conſider that the decent 


and reverent attendance upon public wor- 


ſhip on the Lord's- day, is almoſt the only 


eans. of promoting the knowledge and 


practice of chriſtianity among the lower 


ranks of people, who are confi ned to labour 


all the reſt of the week. And how can their 
attendance be effectually inforced, but by 
the example, influence, and authocity of 


their ſuperiors? 


The intereſt of any particular party or de- 
_ nomination of chriſtians is certainly trifling, 
in compariſon withthe greater conſiderations 
of religion and morality juſt now mention- 


ed; bur if you wiſh well to the diſſenting 


intereſt, you ſhould conſider how much ir 
ſuffers in conſequence of your 55 of 


public worſhip. 


Tour miniſters are diſcouraged! by this 
means, and your children and ſervants get a 
habit of indifference, or of roving from 


place to place; whereby their attachment to 


the cauſe is continually leſſening. Your re- 
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miſſneſs, therefore, in attending public wor- 
ſhip promotes a deſertion of the intereſt, by 


making the tranſition as eaſy to them as poſ- 


ſible. For when things have been in this 
train, to abandon the intereſt intirely is 
breaking no eſtabliſhed cuſtom, or confirm- 


ed habit; ſo that thoſe perſons who have 
been very indifferent to public worſhip, can 


have little Or no difficulty with reſpect to 


themſelves; and the thing being done al- 


moſt without the notice of others, the diffi- 
culty on that ſide is alſo obviated. When 
the change is ſo gradual, it is, at length, no 


ſurpriſe to any body, to hear that thoſe who 
attended the diſſenting- meeting: houſe but 


ſeldom, ceaſe to attend there at all. Otherwiſe, 


the difficulty that ariſes from the force of cuſ- | 


tom, is ſo great, in many caſes, that though 


1 man might wiſh to change his mode of wor- 
ſhip, he would not chuſe to expoſe himſelf 


to ſo much of the notice and cenſure of his 
Friends and acquaintance. as, by ſuch a ſtep 


In his conduct, he is ſenſible that he neceſſa- 
 Hly muſt do. But, by being leſs frequently. 
in company with diſſenters, their opinion 


and cenſure have leſs weight with him. 
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| this age, in which ſo many diſſenters are 
'F running into enthuſiaſm on one hand, and 
[JW infidelity on the other, thoſe who have at 
9 heart the cauſe of truth, chriſtianity, and re- 
ligious liberty, would endeavour to draw 
the attention of mankind to thoſe ſubjects, 
and others that are connected with them. 
There can be no doubt, but that theſe 
great intereſts will be taken care of by him 
who is conſtituted head over all things to 
that churoh, againſt which tbe gates. of hell 
Hall not prevail; but it appears to me that | 
l this end is to be accompliſhed by. natural 
= and hyman means, and that the judicious 
= and zealous {2bourers in this vineyard are but 
few. The real friends of the call of reli · 
b gion and virtue ought therefore, to exert 
ttheqſelves; and it cannot but give us en- 
4 cCouragement, and raiſe our generous emula- 
| tion, to think that fucceſs in theſe glorious 
14 attempts is, to a certain degree, infallible. 
7H And what juſt reaſon will a man have to be 
FE aſba med in the day of Cbriſt, who might have 
'F been among the foremoſt in ſupporting this 
5 cauſe, and yet, through indolence and inat- 
3 tention, let others carry away that palm, which 
wmi.ll then be eſteemed the moſt honourable. 1 
| On the other hand, it muſt be acknow- __ 
daes, chat the greateſt care ſhould be 4 
2 taken, = 
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> 0 not to injure the beſt of cauſes, by in- 


judicious or unſcaſonable attempts to ſerve it. 
In this caſe, however, there will be the praiſe 
of honeſt zeal. and good intention. Be ſides, 


it muſt be a very poor and weak manner of 


addreſs indeed, that is calculated to do no 
good); and if one were written by an ange! 


from heaven, it would offend and diſguſt 


many. Since there is ſuch a variety in the. 
83 diſpoſitions and taſtes of readers, 
Jet writers alſo indulge their own natural 
_ taſte and manner. The man who means 
well can hardly fail to inſtruct and edify 
_ forme, though he muſt lay his account with 


--diſplealing, and perhaps injuring others; 
and as the calculation of the probability of 
doing the moſt good or harm ſeems to be, 


in this caſe, too difficult for human com- 


prehenſion, our beſt rule is to ſow what we 
aupprehend to be good ſeed, and leave the iſſue 

to the great Lord of tbe barveſt; that is, 
ſtrenuouſly to urge whatever appears to us, 
upon mature deliberation, to be favourable 
to truth and virtue, and to leave the conſe- 


quences to him who knows them, who is 


intereſted in them, and who will attend to 
them; ſo as to bring good out of all the evil 
that we may inadvertently occaſion. Let 
1, therefore, confider one another, to provoke 
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unto love and to good works. Let us exbort 


one another, and ſo much the more as we ſee 
the day approaching. For yet a little while, 
and 2 that ſhall come will come, and will net 


 tarry. Heb. x. 24. 35-3 
As to the contempt of the world, I had 


almoſt ſaid, happy are they who dave the 


greateſt ſhare of it. This, at leaſt, is true 
with reſpect to all the unthinking and vicious 

part of it. And there certainly will be caſes, 
to the end of this ſtate of trial and diſcipline, 


to which the following words of our Lord 


will be applicable. Vo unto you ohen all 
men ſhall ſpeak well of you. Luke vi. 26. But 
bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, and 
perſecute you, and ſay all manner of evil 


againſt you falſely, for my ſake. Rejoice, and 


be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in 


heaven. Matt. v. 11, 12. It will always, 


I doubt not, be true, in ſome meaſure, that 
all auh would live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt 


Juffer perſecution. And perſecution unto 


death is by means the only one, or perhaps 
the moſt difficult to bear, of all the modes of 
trial to which we are expoled. Of the 
number who make ſhipwreck of faith and a 
gaod conſcience, there are probably but few 


who have been in theſe circumſtances. 
Conſider what was obſer ved by the apoſ- 
© i tle 
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tle paul, at the firſt promulgation of the 
goſpel, viz, that not many wiſe men after the 
Aeſb, net many mighty, not many noble were 


called. 1 Cor. i. 26. and that the influence 


of wealth, power, and faſhion, 1 is the very ſame 
at this day, that it was in his time, and will 
probably continue to be fo to the end of the 
world. It cannot therefore, but be a ſuſpi- 
cious circumſtance wi.h reſpect to truly 
chriſtian ſentiments, maxims, and conduct, 


that they are faſhionable, or that they render 


a Man more acceptable to thoſe who have not 
their converſation in heaven, but who mind 


earthly things only. 1 do not ſay that a po- 


pular religion cannot be a ti ue one, but that 
the man who finds himſelf popular on a re- 
ligic us account; I mean popular with thoſe 
perions whoſe intereſts and proſpects are fo- 
reign to chriſtianity, ſhould ſuſpect himſelf, 
and carefully re-examine his religious prin- 
_ ciples, and not purſue them, and act upon 
them, but with the greateſt caution and de- 


liberation. 
It is happy, however, n our elipion 


does not leave us without conſolation under 
this contempt of the world, which we incur 


by adheripg to it. For belides the aſſurance 
that, if wwe fſußer with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo 


» £ That 


regs * bim, and be glorified together; and 
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that if we overcome the world, in imitation 
of him who has done it before us, we ſhall 


fit down with him on his throne, as he alſo 


has overcome, and is now ſat down with his 

| father on his throne; we can balance our loſs 
of the eſteem of the world, with the acqui- 
fition of the much more valuable love and 


eſteem of our fellow chriſtians, of the few 


whole ſentiments and views are the ſame with 


our own, and whoſe countenance will be 


more than ſufficient to ſupport us under all 


the odium, that we can lie under, on account 
of the opinions of thoſe, whoſe judgments 


we deſpiſe. And if a man have bur a toler- 
able ſhare of comprehenſion, and ſtrength 
of mind, he cannot heſitate what part to 
chuſe. He will eaſily make light of ſuf- 
Jering . ſhame for the preſent, in a caule that 
is ſure to be crowned with everlaſting glory 


hereafter, 9 90 1 


N. B. The . TDY additions to the | 
| ſecond edition of this ADDRESS are 


Section III. on the manner in which dil- 


ſenters ought to ſpeak and write concern- 


ing the church cf Eng] land; the advices to 
miniſters concerning the inſtruction of youth, 

and the delivery of ſermons at the Foy of 

Section [V OM hich y were added at the * 
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of an anonymous eee and this 
N WAS 
l beg leave to refer to. my Letters, : 
in anſwer to ſome Remarks on my Pub- 
lications and on this Addreſs, for a more 
particular account of the nature of chriſtian 
idolatry than is given p. 36; and to my View 
of the principles and conduct of the proteſtant 
diſſenters, with reſpect to the civil and eccle- 
 flaſtical conſtitution of England, for many 
other particulars relating to them, not treated 
here. I, alſo, cannot help-exprefiing my 
wiſhes that what I have obſerved on the ſub- 
ject of church diſcipline, may be ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered by thoſe who call themſelves rational 
ne 3 that, whether any of my propo- 
als for reformation be approved of, or not, 
ſomething, at leaſt, may be attempted, in 
order to obviate the manifeſt inconveni- 
ences which I have pointed out, and which 
have been long felt and complained of, by 
ſerious and thinking 5 in our preſent : 
fituation, Ep 
i JUG 
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16, DEFENCEs of UNITARIANISM for the Year 1787; 
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of Oxford, Dr. Croft's 
other Publications, price 28. 6d, 


17. A Vrew of the PriNciPLEs and Conpucr of 
the PROTESTANT DI1SSENTERS, with Reſpe& to the 
Civil} and Eccleſiaſtical Conttitution of England, 2d 


Edition, 18. 6d. 


18, A Free ADDRESS to PROTESTANT DisskN- 
TERS, on the Subject of CHURCH DISCIPLINE; win 
a preliminary Diſcourſe concerning the Spirit of Chriſ- 
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Religion, 28. 6d. 


19, LETTERS to the Authors of Remarks on ets 
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20. ALETTER to a LAYMAN, on the subject of Mr. 


Lindley" s Propoſal for a reformed Engliſh Church, on 
the Plan of the late Dr. Samuel Clarke, 6d. 


21. THREE LETTERS to Dr, Newcome, Biſhop of 
Waterford, on the Duration of our Saviour's Mini- 


(try, 38. 6d. 
23 LETTERS to the Jaws ; ; inviting them to an 


amicable Diſcuſſion of the Evidence of Chriſtianity, 


in two parts, price 28. 


23. A CATECHISM for Children and Young Perſons, 
sth Edit. 4d. 


4. A SCRIPTURE carfenisu, conſiſting of a Se- 
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und the Parents of Young Men, 2d Edition, ad. 
26, A'SERIOUS ADDRESS to Matters of Families, 


with Forms of Family Prayer, 2d Edit, 9d. 


27. A FREE ADDRESS to Pioteſtant Difſenters, as 


ſuch, third Edition, 1s. 6d, 


28. An APPEAL to the ſerious and candid Profeſ- _ 
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1. The Ule of Keaſon in Matters of Religion. 2, The 
Power of Man to do the Will of God, 3. Original Sin, 
4. Election and Reprobation, g. The Divinity of 
Chriſt; and 6. Atonement for Sin by the Death of 
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A GENERAL View of the Arguments for the 
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